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Thank You

Your family photos and old letters contain much of our local heritage!  Please help us to preserve 
that heritage by allowing us to scan them to keep in our archives. 

Important! Too many wonderful photos get thrown away because younger generations don’t know who is in 
them or where the pictures were taken.  Images of ancestors are then lost forever. Please write the names on the 
back of your photos of all the people photographed and the location if possible. Use a pencil as ink may 
damage photos. 

Please contact us at nsha@nsheritageassn.com or call  401-376-2927 

The NSHA Archives are located at the Memorial Town Building, 1 Main Street, Slatersville. Open every 
Monday through Wednesday from 10 am until 12 pm. The Archive Team continues to work tirelessly to 
manage our extensive archive collection. We welcome help from anyone with an interest.

The team appreciates the opportunity to scan any photos or yearbooks from local schools that you 
may keep at home. Our oldest school newsletter dates back to the Kendall Dean School in 1946.

We thank Amy Bergeron, who donated a Maxwell 
Mayes “Slatersville” print. It was commissioned in 
1995 by the North Smithfield 125th Anniversary 
Committee.

We thank Dan Keene for donating these artifacts 
from the Primrose Grange.

tel:+14016516316
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Fifty Years Ago

From the April 1975 issue of the NSHA Newsletter

The North Smithfield Bicentennial Committee recently adopted as its emblem for the town’s 
upcoming celebrations an official logo, designed by Harris Hien, who was also the creator of the 
NSHA logo and the panorama found on the back of the (original, 1975) newsletter. Serving on the 
committee were Walter and Irene Nebiker and Gilbert Moore. 

	 The circular design is divided into two parts, just as the town is divided geographically by 
Woonsocket Hill. The lower half is an abstract outline of the hill, surmounted by its fire tower. Above 
is the north star, a symbol from the town’s shield, representing North Smithfield, while the anchor 
represents the state of Rhode Island. The colors, green, gold, and white with black lettering, also have 
their significance. Green and gold were chosen because they are the colors of North Smithfield High 
School. The main divisions of the circle are green and white, green suggesting the town’s agricultural 
heritage while the other segment, of white, denotes the cotton goods which were so important in its 
economic development. No further symbolism was intended, but other interpretations have been put 
forward. For example: green and the anchor are symbolic of hope and gold of high esteem. The tower 
looks out over the past which we revere and over the future in hope that our country will continue to 
grow in the future in the principles in which it was founded.

This pin or charm with the Bicentennial Emblem was 
donated to NSHA by Adele Gelinas Esau in September of 
2021.
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NS Historic Cemeteries

Work has continued at NS 22, the Richard Mowry lot because of the wonderfully warm weather. 

Richard Mowry, for who this cemetery is named, was born in 1748 
and died in 1825. His wife, Hannah Arnold, 1756-1790, is also buried 
here. Because of the poor condition of the stone, metal rails were 
used in addition to epoxy to preserve this gravestone.

We thank Ed Walker for his help with this tricky 
repair of Whipple Mowry’s gravestone. Multiple 
steps were involved in getting this stone upright 
again. Whipple B Mowry, 1806-1868, was the 
grandson of Richard and Hannah.

We thank Janet Robidoux for bring us a yummy Fall 
treat to start the work day- apple cider donuts! 

Janet Robidoux, Gayle O’Donnell and Lynne Pelletier
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Veterans Memorial Program 
Nominate a deceased local veteran to honor at the Memorial Town Building. The VFW 
and the NSHA will conduct a brief flag-raising ceremony in honor of the veteran as well as 
publish a brief biography of the honoree’s military service in the NSHA newsletter. Family 
or friends may contact the NSHA to nominate a veteran.  nsha@nsheritageassn.com

mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
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Would you like help to conduct research on your family 
tree?  

 Lynne Pelletier has extensive 
experience and access to several 
databases.  Please contact 
nsha@nsheritageassn.com to 
coordinate an appointment.

Genealogy

The Board of Directors will meet at 
6:30 pm on Tuesday, November 11th  at 
Heritage Hall, 101 Green Street. 
Members are welcome to attend in 
person or via Zoom. See the meeting 
email for instructions to join via Zoom.

Monthly Board Meeting

Ghosts and Paranormal Activity
Kara Pressia, a local spiritual medium 
continues to help with spiritual research. 
Have you hear of about or seen paranormal 
activity in North Smithfield? We would like 
to document it. Anyone interested in joining 
the Paranormal Research Team please 
contact us at  	 	 	
nsha@nsheritageassn.com.

From award-winning film maker, Christian de Rezendes: 

“To subscribe to the NEW Slatersville: America's First Mill Village - ONLY Youtube channel, this is 
where you go!! Our Breaking Branches channel has over 2,200 subscribers, but we are now moving all 
our Slatersville followers to a channel dedicated solely to the series and its outreach. So I invite you to 
join us here to keep up with our Q&A panel videos, press links and more  
 Thank you. “ 
https://www.youtube.com/@SlatersvilleAFMV/videos 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sh0mGoAJ6LU

mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
https://www.youtube.com/@SlatersvilleAFMV/videos?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExY2Y1VE5DVDJjYllxbkpPOAEesTY2uFBToFwlaVRUhYanxYbUxkTDYWnY5_MvNmK0Qk1zFXErtmkxoWfMtbo_aem_5nrIzTxFfI8SzIQcg1jo-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sh0mGoAJ6LU&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExY2Y1VE5DVDJjYllxbkpPOAEeXbTTldk7rDNP-QCrehjfwn7__CsgTN4ke8tPPIfxaMYKShsbVq6fkzSh_h0_aem_mUxkbSV_oEHzLWKV1wD2pA
mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
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Research Team

The Research Team continues to locate and document local colonial, indigenous and other historical stone 
features. 

Ron Lapierre is the RI Coordinator for the New England Antiquities Research Assn. (NEARA) 

The Research Team generally meets at 6:00 pm at Heritage Hall on the second Friday of each month. 
Please contact NSHA  or just show up if you’d like to participate!

The NSHA Research Team 
recently investigates stone 
features on Black Plain Hill 
in the vicinity of Old Oxford 
Road. 

 One property owner showed 
them a chamber and some 
indigenous soapstone 
artifacts that he found 
nearby.
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Memorial Town Building (I Main Street)

Preservation and Restoration

Please contact Charlie Dubois at 401-741-8022 if you can help with routine maintenance!

The stage at the Memorial Town Building is 
now complete! We thank volunteer members 
Jon Peirce, Larry Smith and Charlie Dubois for 
many hours of effort to transform the final 
section on the second floor into a showpiece!

Max and his helper installed new 
windows at the Memorial Town 
Building recently. The building is 
gradually regaining its original 
appearance. The UV glass feature 
will protect our irreplaceable 
artifacts as well as provide much 
better energy efficiency.
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Preservation and Restoration

Heritage Hall ( 101 Green Street)

The exterior of Heritage Hall has been given a 
fresh new coat of paint but the painters discovered 
some rotten trim boards and some hidden 
beehives while working. The bees have been 
removed and the trim boards will be replaced 
soon. 

Forestdale School (190 School Street)

Join us for an apple crisp festival and yard sale on Saturday, October 11, 2025 from 10 am until 2 pm. 
  
Come enjoy some delicious warm apple crisp while you browse for treasure and support a great cause! 

All proceeds benefit the NSHA 
  
 Raindate: Sunday, October 12th
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Events &  Activities 

NSHA members enjoyed wonderful 
weather and great fellowship at our Annual 
Potluck BBQ on Saturday, September 27th.  
We thank everyone whose contributions 
and participation made this another 
successful event.

It was a long but fruitful day at the Great 
Pumpkin Festival on Saturday, September 20th.  

The NSHA had 3 booths representing our 
merchandise, the research team, our archives 
and the cemetery team. We enlisted a new 
member and some volunteers, sold some 
merchandise and made some new friends!
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 Events & Activities
In collaboration with the National Park Service, the NSHA will conduct two Revolutionary War pension file 
transcription events on Wednesdays at 6 pm at Heritage Hall, located at 101 Green Street in Slatersville. These 
events will take place on November 5 and December 3.  

The public is cordially invited to contribute to the transcription of these handwritten records. Comprehensive 
instructions and guidance will be provided during the events. If possible, please bring a laptop.
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Conservation

Heritage Walking Tours

Please join us for the following upcoming walking tours! 

October 18- Reservoir Three Tour. View the great wall, the ruins of Obed Paine Farm and a 19th 
century quarry. Meet at 10 am at NS High School parking lot. 

November 8-Wunnashowatuckquet Conservation Area. View Harkness Hill and the Blackstone 
River. Meet at 10 am at the NS Fire Station 675 St. Paul St. 

December 13- Forte Wildlife Refuge. See the remains of an 18th century homestead and native 
ceremonial stone features. Meet at 10 am at the Refuge parking lot, 1453 Providence Pike, North 
Smithfield

In September, we enjoyed  a  walking tour through the town’s newest acquisition, the Nipsachuck 
Conservation Area, formerly owned by the Gold family on Mattity Road. Dr. Lucien Benoit, who has lived 
here for 80 years in the neighborhood, spoke to the group about it’s history. Over 100 woodland acres 
include a former railroad bed, trails, wildlife, ruins of a massive 19th-century piggery and a historic 
cemetery.
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September Mystery Photo Solved!!

Thanks to Richard Potenza’s excellent memory we now have the 
identification of these individuals and the event!  

The occasion was a retirement celebration in honor of fifth grade 
teacher, Mrs. Lillian Bellevue on Sunday, June 4, 1961. From left to 
right, Mr Thomas Mundy presenting roses, Mr. John Asmussen 
presenting a family of toy skunks, Mrs. Lillian Bellevue, and Mr 
Carl Christiansen presenting traditional red apples to the teacher. 

I was able to locate the original newspaper article for this event in 
The Woonsocket Call archives. Though the article is impossible to 
read here, it tells the story of a dedicated and cherished teacher who 
touched the lives of many students with her patience, charm and 
wisdom. 

 It also explains the reason why Mr. Asmussen presented Mrs. 
Bellevue with a family of skunks. They were given as a reminder of 
a real skunk that he once let loose in school!! 
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October Mystery Photo

The NSHA often receives photos without any type of identification which is why we post them here. Please 
help us to identify them for our archives!

This month’s mystery photograph is from a collection shared by Gayle O’Donnell. The photograph 
lacks any written information on its back, making its location uncertain. Could it be situated in 
North Smithfield? Additionally, we would appreciate information about the photograph’s owner 
and the time period during which it was captured. 

 If you can help, please let us know! Contact us at nsha@nsheritageassn.com

mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com


© Copyright 2025 North Smithfield Heritage Assn 16

NSHA Merchandise

We offer a wide range of merchandise including 
calendars, books, maps, puzzles, ornaments, 
birdhouses and much more! Get 2025 calendars at a 
50% discount! 

Visit our Gift Shop at the Forestdale School from 1 
pm- 4 pm every first and third Friday and from  
9 am until 12 pm every first Saturday. 

Also visit our online store at https://
www.nsheritageassn.org/shop. We will deliver 
locally for free!

https://www.nsheritageassn.org/shop
https://www.nsheritageassn.org/shop
https://www.nsheritageassn.org/shop


© Copyright 2025 North Smithfield Heritage Assn 17

 The North Smithfield Heritage Association Fund (Endowment)   

	  
Estate planning? Need to make a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from your IRA?  
Make a legacy donation to the NSHA to avoid paying higher taxes. The RI Foundation manages the 
endowment fund, helping it to grow every year.  
Click on the link for more information: 
https://rifoundation.org/giving/funds?q=north+smithfield+heritage+&s=3

 

You Can Help!!

Join:  Membership costs just $20 each year! No commitment required! 

Volunteer:  Help with any of our ongoing activities and events.  No need to make a steady commitment.  
We appreciate whatever time you can spend with us! 

Donate:  Our Annual Appeal runs all year long. We accept local artifacts. We appreciate whatever you 
give! 

Share: Share this free newsletter with family and friends. Encourage them to subscribe. Only shared 
history can preserve our heritage!

Development

https://rifoundation.org/giving/funds?q=north+smithfield+heritage+&s=3
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Membership

Instagram (nsha1970)  
Please follow us!

Visit our Facebook Page to learn 
about our events and activities. Get 
acquainted with some of our 
members and supporters. Like and 
share with friends and family!  
www.facebook.com/
northsmithfieldheritage

We welcome new member: John Chellel  

Our membership now stands at 222 including 42 life members and  6 students. Some members live as far away as 
NH, CA, WA and AR. Your dues help significantly to fund our local preservation activities! 

We thank our wonderful members for their vital support! You can become a new member by filling out an 
application at :https://www.nsheritageassn.org/membership 

Seniors over 75 and students pay no dues. 

 $20 Annual Dues were due on January 1, 2025. Your dues help significantly to fund our local preservation 
activities. 33 members have not yet renewed their dues. We value your support. Please renew today! Former 
members can renew their membership at any time.  

We thank the members renewed their 2025 membership dues! If you are not sure of your status, please contact 
us ASAP. 

See payment options below.

NSHA Payment Options

1. PayPal Giving Fund:  search for nsha@nsheritageassn.com, select “Donation” and type the purpose for the 
payment on the memo line.  

2. Venmo: Open the Venmo app and search for North Smithfield Heritage Assn@ 
NorthSmithfieldHeritageAssn.  Tap on Pay, enter the dollar amount to be paid, and fill in the 
field what’s it for (ie., dues, merchandise, donation etc).  Tap on Pay and select your 
payment method you have established in the Venmo app. 

3. Give cash or check.   Make checks payable to “NSHA”.  Note “Dues, Annual Appeal or 
Merchandise” on the memo line.  

4. Mail Checks to NS Heritage Assn, P.O. Box 413, Slatersville, RI 02876.   

    5.    We will also pick up payments and deliver purchases at your door if you live locally.  Contact    	 	          
	 nsha@nsheritageassn.com or call 401-376-2927.

https://www.instagram.com/
nsha1970/

Followers: 1,539

We thank Julie Tilley for making posts to all of our social media platforms, 
We continue to see steady follower growth! 

Website: 312 site sessions in the last 30 days. 
NSHA Newsletter Subscribers: 1,644 

Visit our website!  Read past newsletters, learn about our organization as well as our many ongoing 
historic preservation activities.   https://www.nsheritageassn.org/   

 To join our mailing list, simply contact us at  nsha@nsheritageassn.com or   401-376-2927

Followers: 332

https://www.nsheritageassn.org/membership
https://www.nsheritageassn.org/
mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
tel:+14016516316
http://www.facebook.com/northsmithfieldheritage
http://www.facebook.com/northsmithfieldheritage
mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
tel:+14016516316
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This newsletter is published by Lynne Pelletier. The editorial team includes Beth Faricy, Jody 
Lamoureux, Linda Rawlings, Al Menard, Beth Newberry and Rich Keene. 

Please share this free newsletter with family and friends!!

2025 NSHA Calendar Sponsors


