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July 19—The Real Rhode Island
Independence Day
From local historian Patrick T. Conley comes this story, originally
published in July 2016, which takes a different look at the history of
Rhode Island’s independence. Enjoy!

From 1974 to mid-1977 when
I served as volunteer chairman
of the Rhode Island
commission to celebrate
American independence (ri76)
one thorny issue involved the
correction of the long-held belief that Rhode Island declared
its independence from England on May 4, 1776. Glen
LaFantasie, my director of publications, refuted this
hyperbolic claim in a scholarly essay entitled “An Act for All
Reasons—Revolutionary Politics and May 4, 1776,”
published in May, 1976 in Rhode Island History.
Unfortunately some myths don’t die or even fade away.
Another bicentennial falsehood—one that generated media
attention—was the claim by crusty state senator and history
teacher Erich O’D. Taylor of Newport that the bold act of
May 4, 1776 occurred in his city by-the-sea rather than in
Providence, where a plaque commemorating the so-called
“act of independence” had been affixed to the wall of the
legislative chamber in the Old State House on May 4, 1913
by the Daughters of the American Revolution. Ultimately
Taylor’s persistent but unfounded claim was dismissed.
continued on page 8

Visit us on Facebook for updates throughout the month.
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“An Idyll of Primrose” is a poem written in about 1920 by
Minerva Follett’s grandson, Lewis Whipple Follett Jr (1897-1965),
which reflects on growing up in Primrose. In it he mentions the
Primrose RR Station that once stood on Greenville Road near the
intersection with Black Plain Road, Crystal Lake (Primrose Pond),
Forest Mowry’s store that once stood on Greenville Road and
finally the roads that were all dirt back then.

An Idyll of Primrose
Not far from Primrose Station,
On the left side of the road,
Stands an empty looking building.
Somewhat huddled, like a toad.
Not a sound is heard within it,
Not a footprint to its door,
And its striped, drooping awning,
Hanging down, a yard or more.
Though this place is deserted,
Not so many months ago,
It was filled with mirth and banter,
Anyone can tell you so.
The boys and girls would gather,
Of ice cream to partake
And some to go swimming,
In near by Crystal Lake.
But as the winter came along,
And people traveled less,
The place became deserted,
While the roads became a mess.
No more we hear the laughter,
Of Charlie, Bob, or Slim,
Or pull the tacks, from out our heels,
As we go for swim,
But soon again, the spring will come,
And many rides, I’ll take,
And some will end, at Forest’s store,
Down there at Crystal Lake.
-LWF

© Copyright 2021 North Smithfield Heritage Association

!2

SEPTEMBER SPOTLIGHT:
THE MYSTERY OF THE A. A. MOWRY LETTER
By Lynne Pelletier
It was early June when I received an email asking me to research a letter written by Albert A.
Mowry, the first town clerk of North Smithfield. The letter was found among the Follett Family
papers. The 4-page handwritten letter is dated May 28, 1862 and it is addressed to Albert’s “Dear
Uncle.” My task was to discover to whom Albert was writing this almost 160-year-old letter.
To accomplish this, I began by searching the letter for any clues that might give me a little more
information about who Albert’s uncle could be. From the beautifully penned letter, it is obvious that
it was written during the Civil War. Albert writes news of his regiment, where they are located and
their movements. He also proudly describes his position as a clerk at headquarters and his daily
routine. He mentions visiting with his Uncle William Holt who resides in nearby Manchester,
Virginia and then closes his letter with a request that his respects be given to “Aunt Laura.” Armed
with only a few names, I started off by researching Albert A. Mowry himself. The only thing I knew
about him for sure was that his picture and a Testimonial of Honor signed by Governor Burnside in
1869, hang on the wall in the research room at the Memorial Town Building.
I discovered that Albert Allen Mowry was born June 9, 1842 in Smithfield, Rhode Island. He was
the son of Albert Mowry and his wife Lucy Ann Holt. Lucy Ann unfortunately passed away when
Albert Allen was just a few months old. Albert Allen was educated at the Smithville Seminary in
Smithfield from 1849-1850 and the Providence Conference Seminary Musical Institute in East
Greenwich, Rhode Island from 1859-1860. Both private institutes were started by religious groups
for educational purposes.
Albert Mowry enlisted in the military on June 6, 1861 at age 19. He was a member of Company I,
2nd Regiment of Rhode Island Volunteers and served as a clerk at headquarters. According to his
obituary in The Putnam Patriot in August of 1879, Albert became the private secretary of General
Devens after the first Battle of Bull Run. He mustered out of service June 17, 1864.
On December 25, 1866, 24-year-old Albert married Sarah Ellen Smith. Sarah was the 23-year-old
daughter of Welcome Smith and his wife Sarah. At the time of their marriage, Albert was employed
as a clerk and lived in Forestdale. Albert and Sarah had 3 children; their daughters were named
Bertha Louise and Ellen and their only son was named Albert Devens in honor of General Devens.
Albert A. Mowry was elected the first town clerk of the newly established town of North Smithfield
on June 5, 1871. He served for 5 months and resigned on November 28, 1871 in order to take a
bookkeeper position at the Monohansett Manufacturing Company in Putnam, Connecticut. He was
employed there for 8 years before his death in 1879. Consumption claimed the life of Albert at only
age 37 on July 28, 1879. His funeral was held on August 1, 1879 and he was buried at the
Slatersville Cemetery on Greene Street.
continued on next page
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The A. A. Mowry Letter (continued from page 3)
One piece of the puzzle was put into place when I discovered an article found in The Newtown Bee
from Newtown Connecticut dated March 8, 1889. The comprehensive article included the lineage of
the Holt family and the obituary of Susan Porter Holt Webb, Lucy Ann Holt’s sister and Albert
Allen’s maternal aunt. Of the 10 children in the Holt family, one brother was named William and it
is noted that he settled in the Richmond, Virginia area. This must be the Uncle William Holt that
Albert Allen mentioned visiting in his letter to Uncle Joseph.
Finally, while researching Albert Allen Mowry on FamilySearch.org, I came across an interesting
book that led to the discovery of to whom he was writing to. The Descendants of John Mowry of
Rhode Island written by William A. Mowry in 1909 gave a detailed account of each generation of
the Mowry family. From there it was easy to piece together that Albert Allen’s father Albert had a
brother named Joseph Osbourne Mowry who was married to a Laura M. Bushee. No other uncle
was married to a woman named Laura so this had to be the correct person. Uncle Joseph Osborne
Mowry was the recipient of the letter written by his nephew, Albert Allen.
How did the letter find its way into the Follett Family papers? Joseph Mowry and Lewis Follett
both lived on Woonsocket Hill Road, and both had sons of military age. Perhaps Joseph shared the
letter with Lewis. The mystery continues…
Thank you to NSHA member Lynne Pelletier for this wonderfully fun and interesting story!

Help Promote Local History!
Visit our North Smithfield Heritage
Association Facebook page to learn about our
events and activities and get acquainted with
some of our members. Then be sure to share
with friends and family!
@northsmithfieldheritage
Also, visit our website to view past newsletters
and see information about our organization as
well as our many ongoing historic preservation
activities.
www.nsheritageassn.org
Most importantly, share this newsletter with
family and friends! To join our mailing list,
contact us via text at 401-447-6394 or email at
nsha@nsheritageassn.com.

Genealogical Research
Available
NSHA member and author of
this month’s Spotlight story
about her search for the
recipient of the A. A. Mowry
letter, Lynne Pelletier has
extensive experience and access
to several databases for
genealogical research. She has
generously offered to help
anyone interested in conducting
research. To coordinate an
appointment with Lynne, please
email NSHA:
nsha@nsheritageassn.com
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NSHA Properties Update
Forestdale School (190 School Street)
The painters started to
prepare the exterior for
painting at the Forestdale
School! Thank you so
much to the North
Smithfield DPW for
removing the bush and
old crosswalk!!
We will now apply for new grants to replace the roof and recreate the cupola that
blew off in the 1938 hurricane. Pending construction, we plan to be open from
10:00 to 2:00, the second and third Thursdays and Saturdays of each month.

Memorial Town Building (1 Main Street)
Our Archives, Research Center, Business Office, and Meeting Room at the
Memorial Town Building are fully renovated and functional. The North
Smithfield Land Trust and the VFW now hold their meetings here. Visitors
are always welcome! Pop in if you see a car in the parking lot or send an
email message to nsha@nsheritageassn.com to make an appointment.

Heritage Hall (101 Greene Street)
APG will fabricate and install custom storm windows for the stained-glass
windows at Heritage Hall in the coming weeks. We also plan to move a fire
alarm radio box from the Memorial Town Building to allow the North
Smithfield Fire Department to monitor the fire alarm system. We once again
rent the newly renovated upper and lower halls! Send an email message to
nsha@nsheritageassn.com to make a reservation. You can also call Jeanne at
(401) 447-1801 or Louise at 401-769-8177.
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Upcoming Events

Contribute to the N.S.
150th Time Capsule Today!

Friday, September 17, 2021 ~ 7 p.m.
History Night:
Slater Mill and the Mill Strike of 1824
Heritage Hall

Thank you to Claire Boudreault for
donating a Wright’s Dairy Farm
History Booklet! Do you have any
iconic items from the past 50 years
that you would like to donate to the
Time Capsule? Contact us to
arrange a drop off! We plan to seal
the capsule in March 2022 then
store it in our archives at the
Memorial Town Building. Thank
you for your support!

Full vaccination and masks required

~
Saturday, September 18, 2021 ~ 11-5
The North Smithfield Pumpkin Festival
Visit our NSHA Booth!
NSHS Grounds
We hope to see you there!
~
Saturday, September 18, 2021 ~ 11 a.m.
Moi Aussi!
Daughters of the American Revolution
See last page for ticket and event info.

~
Saturday, October 9, 2021 ~ 9 a.m.
North Smithfield Heritage Hike
Wesquidomsett
Meet at Aldi’s Parking Lot

Not recommended for young children.
Comfortable hiking shoes, bug spray, and water are
strongly suggested and recommended

~

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 ~ 6:30 p.m.
NSHA Board Meeting
Zoom Video Conference
~ open to all members ~
~
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 ~ 7 p.m.
SLATERSVILLE Preview #10
Blackstone Valley Visitors Center Theater
175 Main Street, Pawtucket

2021 Sesquicentennial
History Book
Author John Hill, retired reporter for the
Providence Journal began research for the
history book. It will include NS history
from 1975 through 2021 and include
chapters about Civic Groups, Town
Departments, elected officials, housing,
historic preservation and more. We also
plan to reprint the Centennial history book.
Please contact nsha@nsheritageassn.org if
you can help provide source material like
newspaper articles, photographs and/or
personal memories.

Register at firstmillvillage@gmail.com today!

Comfortable hiking shoes, bug spray, and water are
strongly suggested and recommended.
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NSHA NEWS!
Historic Residence Tax
Credit Ordinance
The Historic District Commission
(HDC) will propose amendments to
our town ordinance to give local
jurisdiction to the HDC as well as to
expand the definition of “Historic
Residence” to include barns and
certain historic commercial
buildings. The HDC and Tax
Assessor will next establish
procedures for the program—stay
tuned for updates!

Malavery House Local Historic
District (22 Grange Road)
The NS HDC plans to ask the town
council to create a local historic
district for this 18th Century house.
Currently owned by Irene Nebiker, it
is one of the oldest houses in town.

New Grange Road National
Historic District
Grange Road is one of the oldest roads in
town. Along with Rocky Hill Road and Pond
House Road, once part of the Old Oxford
Turnpike (Road), colonists used it to travel
from Limerock to Oxford, MA. Originally, the
turnpike was almost certainly a trail used by
Native People to travel to and through
Nipsachuck.
The RI Historic Preservation and Heritage
Commission recently awarded the NS HDC a
$5,000 grant to hire an architectural
archaeologist to research material for an
application to nominate a Grange Road (and
vicinity) Historic District to the National
Registry of Historic Places. The national
designation creates no restrictions to property
owners and makes their historic properties
eligible to participate in the newly adopted
Historic Residence Tax Credit Program.

NSHA—NS Schools Outreach
We’re excited to report a new school outreach
activity initiated by Kim Rawson, a social
studies teacher at the NS High School. This
week we guided a field trip for her students to
the Blunders and other parts of the
Nipsachuck region of town. They learned
about the early history of town leading up to
and including the two battles fought at
Nipsachuck during King Philip’s War
(1675-1676).

Dorr Rebellion Artifacts
Maria Velasquez, of the Varnum Armory
in East Greenwich, will start conservation
work on the mid-nineteenth century Dorr
Rebellion Flag that belonged to the
Dorrite militia unit, Slaterville
Grenadiers. The Preservation Framers of
Attleboro began work to conserve and
reframe Dr. Metcalf Marsh’s self-portrait
as well as his portrait of Thomas Dorr. Dr.
Marsh, of Slatersville, was a staunch
supporter of Dorr’s fight for Men’s
suffrage in RI. We consider these three
items our most valuable local artifacts.
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Patrick T. Conley, Rhode Island’s Independence Day (continued from page 1)

A third-of-a-century later, while serving as the consulting editor of the three Rhode Island
volumes of Professor John Kaminski’s massive thirty-two volume series entitled, The
Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution, I had the pleasure of reviewing
the detailed research performed by John and his staff, not only on the 1787-1790 period but
also on the entire Revolutionary era in Rhode Island. Kaminski’s research pinpointed the
exact date of Rhode Island’s act of independence, namely July 19, 1776 when the assistants
in the state Senate (i.e., state senators) ratified the Declaration of Independence that had
emanated from Philadelphia two weeks earlier. The members of the House of Deputies (i.e.,
representatives) had endorsed the document on the previous day. In light of this finding and
my editorial verification thereof, I published an abridged version of the following essay in
the Providence Journal on July 19, 2012.
Rhode Island’s ratification of the Declaration of Independence involves a very little-known
and embarrassing irony—Metcalf Bowler, the Speaker of the House, presided over the vote
in the lower chamber. Historian Christian M. McBurney in his recent book, Spies in
Revolutionary Rhode Island (The History Press, 2014), documents the fact that Bowler later
spied for England. McBurney describes the traitorous Bowler as “the Benedict Arnold of
Rhode Island.” That appellation is also ironic. General Benedict Arnold was a man with
Rhode Island antecedents as the great-grandson and namesake of our first governor. That
man, the first Benedict Arnold, was actually designated by name as our chief executive in
Rhode Island’s Royal Charter of 1663.
On the morning of May 4, 1884 James S. Slater of Slatersville, a descendant of Samuel and
John Slater, hung a U.S. flag from the porch of his house and announced that he considered
that day a holiday–Rhode Island Independence Day. Twenty-four years later he had
convinced nearly everyone including the General Assembly and several state historians
(namely, Irving B. Richman and Clarence Brigham) that he was correct. On May 26, 1908
the legislature declared that henceforth May 4 was to be known as Rhode Island
Independence Day but should “no wise be construed a holiday.” This Republican dominated
body, subsidized by mill owners, was not sufficiently patriotic to give their workers a day
off. Not until the pro-labor New Deal Democrats gained control by 1936 did the day gain
holiday status.
Sidney S. Rider, Rhode Island’s leading scholarly constitutional historian, uttered a futile
disclaimer in 1908 and again in 1913 when the Daughters of the American Revolution
placed a plaque on the interior wall of Providence’s Old State House calling the May 4
measure “The Act Constituting Rhode Island the First Free and Independent Republic in
America and Asserting Her Absolute Independence of England, Two Months Before the
Declaration of Independence in America.”

continued on page 18
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North Smithfield Historic Cemeteries Update
•Our Gravestone restoration crews are in full swing. Ed and
Zack are working diligently at Hotchkiss Cemetery on
Smithfield Road repairing gravestones in the Mowry-Smith
Family plot. Ed also reset three gravestones in the Union
Cemetery.
•Kim Walker, Lynn Pelletier, and Barbara St. Germain, as well
as members of the Smith Family, continue to conserve
gravestones at NS48 the Oliver Smith Lot on Rocky Hill
Road.
•Ed Walker and Bob Levitre repaired the large gravestone for
Dr. Elisha Bartlett and his wife Elizabeth Slater. They’re
buried in the Slater Family Plot in the Slatersville Cemetery.
•Christine MacWilliams and her community service volunteers
are making remarkable progress with the restoration of the
Quaker Church cemetery on Smithfield Road.
•Paul Collamati is back to his weekly routine maintaining the
grounds at the Hotchkiss Cemetery.
•As part of the NS Clean and Green on September 25,
volunteers will clean up storm debris at the Hotchkiss
Cemetery as well trash along Green St, School St, and
Smithfield Rd.
•Follow our cemetery activities on the Cemetery Group of our Facebook Page!
MORE RESEARCH NEWS!
NIPSACHUCK ARCHEOLOGICAL
STUDY: We recently started a new
initiative to study the remains of the
culture of Native Americans who once
lived in the Nipsachuck area of town. Our
first site on property off Douglas Pike was
identified by Brown University ten years
ago. It will cost $5000 for Public
Archeological Laboratories to conduct a
phase 1 study of the site. We’re currently
collecting donations through our Annual
Appeal to fund this project.

STONE FEATURES ORIGIN: The New England
Antiquities Research Association (NEARA) will test
two of three soil samples taken from property on
Rocky Hill Road. The property contains the highest
concentration of stone features found anywhere in
NS. A year ago, a team led by Dr. James Feathers,
head of Anthropology at Washington University,
collected soil samples beneath several of the most
significant stone features at the site. Luminescence
tests will determine the date they were built. We need
to raise another $1000 to test the final soil sample.
Our members donated $200 so far. Please help us
reach our goal. See the last page for payment options,
and thank you in advance for your support!

© Copyright 2021 North Smithfield Heritage Association

!9

NSHA Archives Committee Update
•We sincerely thank Lucille Denomme and
Priscilla Miller (each photographed here) for
sharing your wonderful memories with us!
Your memories are truly our local heritage.
•We also thank our wonderful volunteeers, Al
Menard and Al Gardner, who continue
through their dedication to NSHA and to
North Smithfield to do so much to preserve
our local history!
•Thank you Jamie Leclair for donating photos of your uncle, Herve LeClair, who
died in combat in the Pacific during WWII.
•We seek information and photos of the following two local men who died during
WWI:
★ Joseph Antaya, who died in 1918 at Camp Meade
★ Harold Manning Spaulding (Union Village), US Army, enlisted Nov 1917 and
died Mar 1918.
•We also seek photos and information for the following local men who died during
the Vietnam War:
★Leon Joseph Atteridge Jr (Slatersville): US Army, died Mar 1968, Vietnam
★Rene Armand Bois: US Army, died Dec 1968, Vietnam
★Frederick Carter Jr: US Army, died Jan 1967, Vietnam
★Robert William Labreque: US Army, died Sep 1969, Vietnam
★Paul Edward Labreque: US Army, died 1966, Vietnam

Please contact us at nsha@nsheritageassn.com if you
will allow NSHA to scan old family photos, historic
images, and documents, or if you would like to donate
an artifact of any kind.
© Copyright 2021 North Smithfield Heritage Association
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THE NORTH SMITHFIELD MUSIC DEPARTMENT
“Memories of past years”
by Michael J. Boday

Movement Eight — “The First Years”
During Alfred Lague’s last year of directing the North Smithfield Music Department, we secured a grant to
hire a music composer for the second semester of the academic year. The program proved to be so
successful, that I was able to apply for, and receive grant money to extend the program for three more years.
(The school committee also had to match the award each year.) This grant allowed Dr. Richard Romiti, an
award winning composer, to spent three days a week instructing our band students on music compositional
skills. Note: The Composer program was created to teach the basics of the technique and art of composing
music. Students learn about music through the compositional process. Creating an original work builds
confidence and self-expression and allows the young musician to compose a piece of music that has meaning
to them.
Most of the students gravitated to composing solo pieces for their own instrument. Others went
outside their comfort zone and composed ensemble works featuring a combination of band instruments.
Some touched upon the Jazz idiom, while most of the students followed a more popular approach,
employing a simple melody in a tradition ABA form. The majority of compositions were roughly two to
three minutes in duration. Some, that were more involved musically and required a higher degree of
musicianship to perform, were greater in length. All of the works though, were under the watchful eye of Dr.
Romiti, who offered his counsel and carefully guided each and every student towards achieving a creative
and mutually satisfying musical composition.
Without question, the most ambitious work of the three-plus year grant period was a composition
entitled, La Guerre, composed by a senior, Robert Rogler. La Guerre was a five minute composition written
for an advanced symphonic band. (A side note: Robert originally titled the piece, “The War”. After
consulting with several people who believed the original title too harsh sounding, he translated the title into
French.)
As luck, or destiny, seems to play a role in our everyday life, a unique opportunity arose for La
Guerre. In 1985 I accepted the role of chairman of the annual Rhode Island Music Educators’ Junior High
All-State Festival. All of the rehearsals and the formal concert were to be held in our high school for this
event. An old acquaintance of mine, James Solomon, was invited to conduct the band. During a conversation
with him prior to the first rehearsal, he mentioned that his All-State band program needed one more work to
complete his part of the concert.
Destiny was knocking at the door! I notified Robert of the unique opportunity to hear his band
composition performed by a highly select group of music students. He immediately began to write out all of
the individual band parts. (Remember, this was before the computer age.) After many hours of writing, the
instrumental parts were distributed to the band members, rehearsed, and on March 24, 1985, La Guerre was
premiered.
The audience reaction to the premier was overwhelming. A standing ovation for over several
minutes greeted the final dynamic ending of this truly remarkable band composition. As Robert slowly
strolled to the stage, the untold hours, the accompanying stress and struggle to compose a truly outstanding
band work was received with heartfelt acclamation. This was the beginning of Robert Rogler’s extraordinary
journey into the field of music composition. Note: Read Robert’s bio starting on the next page.
A final note. The North Smithfield High School Symphonic Band, under the direction of Mr. Kevin Plouffe,
has tentatively agreed to perform La Guerre during the forthcoming academic year.
Thank you to Michael Boday for sharing his wonderful stories about music education in NS!
© Copyright 2021 North Smithfield Heritage Association
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NORTH SMITHFIELD MUSICIAN PROFILE:
Robert Rogler
I was born on the Rogler Farm in Smithfield, Rhode Island in the
winter of 1967. Despite being the offspring of generations of affluent
farmers, all I have ever wanted to spend my life doing is writing
music. Before the age of five, I had written several little songs and
was already begging my parents for any music lessons they would
give me. However, they believed that writing and singing one's own,
original songs was a phase that all young children go through and
thought that it would pass soon enough. So I received no music
lessons. In the end, this wasn't entirely their fault. My father's
business, because of a recession and a run of extraordinarily bad luck,
collapsed financially. We had to sell the family estate and wound up
living in a derelict, old house in Foster where we remained until my
parents got back on their feet.
When I was eleven, we had recovered enough to move to North Smithfield, and I began Halliwell
School about a month after the school year opened. Despite the late start, I was asked, as soon as I
arrived, if I would care to participate in any sports or musical activities. I jumped at the opportunity
to finally have music lessons and chose the largest, most powerful instrument available to me - the
tuba! Fortunately for me, I had done most of my growing young and was almost six feet tall in the
sixth grade. My size and appearance of strength inspired Mr. Michael Boday, the music director at
Halliwell, to give me a sousaphone right away without starting me on a smaller horn as was
customary. I couldn't have been happier. I quickly got up to the level of the advanced band and
enjoyed the tuba immensely, despite many misadventures with it, including once when the brass
valves broke off from the vinyl tubing during a concert while I was performing an unaccompanied
solo. This mishap required me to slowly sink to the floor while playing in order to keep the
instrument together enough that it would sound.
My late uncle, Mr. Frederick Rogler, a teacher, coincidently, at North Smithfield High School, told
me a story that soon after I had started the tuba, Mr. Boday approached him and informed him that
he had a musically talented nephew. My uncle and my parents, therefore, made a deal with each
other that if my parents could afford the lessons, my uncle would buy me a piano. My parents had
reservations about what kind of career I could make out of music, but in an odd twist of fate, music
actually became the best course for me to follow. I was an extremely sickly child, and, if anything, I
was getting worse with age. I found that I was unfit for sports or heavy manual labor, and I missed
so much school I couldn't excel academically. It actually seemed that my constitution was better
suited to a life of music composition than anything else. So for my twelfth birthday, I received the
most valuable gift of my life - my first piano.
continued on next page
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Robert Rogler (continued from page 13)
I immediately began composing for it and had three pieces written before taking my first lesson.
What was most curious to me was that, despite the fact I had almost no exposure to or knowledge of
classical music (my parents liked country and western and had a few rock-n-roll albums), I
instinctively composed music in a classical vein and had no skill or interest in writing it any other
way. Therefore, I was extremely lucky when my parents found one of the most accomplished
composers in Rhode Island to be my piano teacher. Woonsocket native Richard Romiti was
working on his PhD in musicology and had just won the "Eastman School of Music Composing
Prize", perhaps the most prestigious music award in the country, when I first met him.
The one hour lessons at my house, in which I was supposed to work on "Teaching Little Fingers
How To Play", soon turned into two, then three hour classes on composition, music theory,
orchestration, and notation. I brought him a new composition almost every week, and he would go
through them note by note, chord by chord, instrument by instrument with exacting precision
explaining to me why one thing worked and another didn't and how I could improve. He was
without exception the best teacher of any subject that I have ever met. The only point of contention I
had with him was that he was too practical for my taste. For instance, when I told him I wanted to
write for a symphony orchestra, he pointed out that I didn't have a symphony orchestra at my
disposal to play what I'd written. This annoyed me, but it did get me thinking about what resources
actually were at my disposal.
The North Smithfield High School Concert Band, in which I was the tuba player, was the largest
and most competent group of musicians I knew at the time, so I decided to write a piece that they
could perform. For inspiration, I wound up using some incidents that occurred in the band when I
first joined it as a freshman. I was very young and naive and unused to how virulent upperclassmen
could be in their teasing of each other and joking around. It seemed to me there was a great war
going on between factions of the band, particularly the brass and the woodwind players. I wrote
these feelings into several little melodies that I then orchestrated between the brass and woodwinds
as if they were fighting with each other - what the woodwinds played right-side-up, the brass then
played upside-down; when the woodwinds were dominating the melody, the brass would try to
drown them out with a counter melody and vice versa. I called the piece "The War" and had just
started it in earnest when a strange coincidence occurred.
After the retirement of Mr. Alfred Lague, the long-time director of music at North Smithfield High
School, an artist-in residence program was set up to make sure the standards of music at the school
did not diminish, and for the job, they hired the best composer they could get in Rhode Island - Dr.
Richard Romiti! So not only did I have my regular private lessons with him, but I also spent every
music class and study hall in the little music room that had been provided for him writing “The
War”.
continued on next page
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Robert Rogler (continued from page 14)
As word of the work's existence got around, there was considerable enthusiasm for it, except for
one thing - its name. Nobody wanted the piece to be called “The War”. Being a temperamental,
know-it-all artist, I was defiant about my title, but I finally realized I could cheat the system if I
simply changed the language. And so the piece became La Guerre. After that, the work seemed to
take on a life of its own. Mr. Boday was instrumental in getting the piece performed in March 1985
by the "Rhode Island Junior All-State Band", which just happened to be having their annual concert
in the North Smithfield High School Auditorium; Mr. Boday also had the piece read through and
recorded by a professional concert band; and the piece was performed once again at my high school
graduation. Armed with a solid orchestral work, several good recordings of it, and North
Smithfield's "John Philip Sousa Band Award", which had been voted me by my fellow band
members, I applied to and was accepted at one of the most advanced music schools in Europe.
Aberdeen University, in northern Scotland, opened in
1494 and was the fifth of the original six British
Universities. At the time when I was there, several
composition professors were distinguishing themselves.
Dr. Barry Cooper gained world-wide renown for his
writings on Beethoven's sketch books and a realization
of the first movement of Beethoven's tenth symphony.
He gave me rigorous courses in counter-point and
fugue. I worked even more closely with the head of the
music department whose name, strangely enough, was
the same as Rhode Island's founder - Dr. Roger
Williams. He worked with me in composition and orchestration. Although neither of them was quite
the teacher Richard Romiti was, I did receive a very sound and thorough education at Aberdeen,
and not just in music. I met my wife at Aberdeen. She was an Edinburgh native studying library
science with a very peculiar speciality - Orthodox Christian studies. It was peculiar because the
Orthodox Church is almost unknown in Scotland and Orthodox countries like Russia and Greece
have their own librarians. My wife had to look far afield for work and eventually accepted a job at
Hellenic College/Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, Massachusetts! I
couldn't believe that after years abroad and with the possibility of winding up almost anywhere in
the world, I landed pretty much back where I had started.
Although I hadn't had any particular success in Britain as a composer (the British, like all small
countries, want to support their own and not some "rich" American), America, on the other hand,
has little interest in classical music at all, and not having attended an American university, I had
very few connections. With a growing family (I have four children), earning some money became a
priority, and my wife and I hit upon an idea that seemed good at the time. Music Therapy had been
a large, emerging field in Britain and was getting on its feet in America too.
continued on next page
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Robert Rogler (continued from page 15)
We thought that it might be a job where I could stay involved with music, always be around a piano,
and maybe get some composing in when I could. I got my certification in music therapy from
Emmanuel College in Boston and went to work in a northern Massachusetts nursing home.
However, what had never occured to either of us was that people who require therapy are often quite
sickly, and the facilities where a music therapist is needed (nursing homes, hospitals, and special
schools) are generally not the healthiest places. It became obvious very early on that my weak
constitution was not going to tolerate day-in and day-out work in these environments. Desperate for
income, however, I pressed on at my job for three years, but by the end of it, I was so ill that not
only did I have to resign my position, but I had to spend the next six months in bed to recover.
Rather than ask me to work at a less hazardous but meaningless job simply for a paycheck, my wife
very ultruistically made the decision that she would be the bread-winner, and I would make what
money I could with my compositions. This meant we would probably never own a house, a car, a
computer, or even a phone, but at least when I got paid for a commission, I would have enough
money to take her out to dinner.
At first, it seemed my wife would be rewarded for her
generosity. By sheer chance, I met an Estonian woman who had
been highly trained as both a violinist and vocalist. This gave me
a wide variety of pieces that I could write for her - violin
sonatas, songs, duets, etc. She was also intensely supportive of
my music, asked for specific pieces she wanted me to write and
perform with her, and was determined to take our little show on
the road. During the early and mid 2000's, we organized concerts
in the former Soviet Union, Great Britain, and North America,
and despite the logistical nightmares and the fact that we were
only a two person chamber ensemble, our concerts were largely
well-received and reasonably successful. It was the cities of
Edinburgh and Tallinn where our shows were best attended and
some specific pieces became quite popular among the select
group for which we performed. Among the most successful were
a solo piano piece entitled Les Cascades (note the French - a throw-back to the La Guerre days) and
a song with lyrics from A. E. Housman's poem Loveliest of Trees (which I believe someone
uploaded to youtube without my permission). Unfortunately for me, my partner gained so much
acclaim in her homeland from these concerts that when the job of director of the Tallinna
Muusikakool (the most prestigious music school in Estonia) became vacant, she was offered the
position and wisely accepted it. The demands of her new job meant our concerts had to end, and
although the strain of constant travel and performance, the financial insecurity, the stress of writing
and learning new pieces every few months, and, of course, my poor health made our concert tours
ultimately unsustainable, I still understood all too well that I had lost the only means I ever had of
consistently getting some of my music to the public.
continued on next page
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Robert Rogler (continued from page 16)
Since then, I have been commissioned to write and have
concentrated on large orchestral pieces. In one way, I have been
lucky at having received 19 commissions for my work over these
last few years. But as the arts are the vocation most adversely
affected by economic down-turns, budget cuts, political agendas,
and pandemics, only three of those commissions have actually
been performed, and I was only paid for two. My recent pieces
include three concertos, one for violin, one for oboe, and one for
cello; a small string symphony for young musicians; an opera
using Alfred, Lord Tennyson's play The Falcon for a libretto; an
oratorio which sets the Biblical book, The Song of Songs to
music; and a number of overtures. I hope someday that these pieces might be performed because I
believe a lot of people would enjoy hearing them. Possibly after the pandemic is over, old promises
will be kept, or other enthusiastic musicians will take up the pieces anew, like Mr. Boday and Dr.
Romiti did when they helped my music first find its voice during those halcyon days of long ago in
North Smithfield.
Thank you so much to Robert Rogler for sharing your story!

2021 Annual Appeal
You can still help support NSHA in 2021!
Your tax-deductible donation allows us to
preserve our local heritage through our
numerous activities and events. NSHA aims to
fund three projects this year:
(1) Build a display case for the historic
Slatersville Grenadiers Flag used during
the 1842 Dorr Rebellion.
(2) Test a soil sample to determine the age and
origins of stone features on Rocky Hill
Road.
(3) Conduct an archeological study of a Native
American ceremonial site in the
Nipsachuck area of Douglas Pike

2022 NSHA
Commemorative Calendar
We thank our 2022 Calendar
sponsors for their generosity as
well as local photographers for
donating their amazing images.
The annual collectible calendars
feature images of historic local
buildings and landmarks. They
will go on sale in October.

We appreciate your donations! See the last
page for payment options.
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Patrick T. Conley, Rhode Island’s Independence Day (continued from page 8)
By May 4, 1776 three other colonies had made defiant moves: (1) South Carolina on March 26
adopted its own constitution replacing her proprietary charter–but it remained a colony; (2) North
Carolina on April 12 unanimously empowered her delegates to the Second Continental Congress to
“concur with the delegates of other colonies in declaring independency; and (3) Massachusetts on
May 1 enacted a resolution that replaced the name “King of Great Britain” with the name of the
“Government and People of the Massachusetts Bay, in New England,” on all civil writs and
commissions. This resolution anticipated Rhode Island’s more defiant, permanent, and enforceable
law three days later.
Since 1909 we have observed May 4th as Rhode Island
Independence Day, as a result of the relentless twenty-five year
campaign by Smithfield town clerk James S. Slater to obtain that
designation. The declaratory statute passed on May 26, 1908
required the governor to order “a salute of thirteen guns to be
fired at 12 o’clock noon ”every May 4th” and directed the state’s
commissioner of public schools to conduct a program of
“patriotic exercises” annually to honor “that act declaring it
[Rhode Island] sovereign and independent.” In 1936, May 4th
was raised to the status of an official state holiday, but one on
which work could be performed. Now comes a grumpy,
bookwormish, old historian (me) to tell you that we have been
celebrating on the wrong day. Unlike King George III, I do not
wish to reign [sic] on anyone’s celebratory parade. However, I
am not averse to confusing you with the historical facts.

Interior of the Old Colony House in
Newport, where the May 4, 1776 Royal
Renunciation did not occur, despite
previous commemorations to the
contrary (circa 1935, Library of
Congress)

Back in 1976 when I served as volunteer chairman of the Rhode Island Bicentennial Commission
(ri76), a state senator from Newport insisted that we hold the May 4th commemoration in
Newport’s Colony House, wrongly alleging that the vote of defiance had occurred there. My
commission staff and I not only disproved that assertion, we also uncovered the fact that the six
Newport deputies voted against the measure. Needless to say, we conducted our festivities in
Providence’s Old State House on Benefit Street. At that time, we also tried to correct the historical
imprecision with regard to “independence” and “sovereignty,” but myths are resistant to facts and
reason.
To our embarrassment, on May 4, 1913 the Daughters of the American Revolution had accepted
Slater’s analysis and placed a plaque in the Assembly Room of the Old State House (where the ri76
Commission held is meetings) declaring that “in this room” the House of Deputies “passed the act
constituting Rhode Island the first free and independent in America and asserting her absolute
independence of England.” Myths are even more resistant to truth when they are inscribed on
bronze plaques!
continued on next page
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Patrick T. Conley, Rhode Island’s Independence Day (continued from page 18)
Nearly all people, even trained historians, repeat the assertion that “Rhode Island was the first colony
to declare independence from England, doing so on May 4, 1776, exactly two months before the
Second Continental Congress approved the Declaration of Independence.” It is good to be first, just
as it is good to be King! And Rhode Island was indeed the first to renounce allegiance to King
George III. That is what happened in Providence on May 4, 1776, via a unanimous vote in our House
of Magistrates (i.e., the Senate), and an overwhelming vote in the House of Deputies (i.e., the House
of Representatives) with only the six-man delegation from vulnerable Newport in dissent. However,
the audacious act ditching a specific and allegedly tyrannical king did not renounce Parliament and
clearly affirmed our continued status as an English colony.
On May 4, 1776, Rhode Island made a courageous and defiant move that kept this colony in the
vanguard of resistance to imperial policies. Though it is worthy of commemoration, it was not a
declaration of independence from the British empire. May 4th, therefore, is really Rhode Island
Royal Renunciation Day. For those of you who like alliteration, this sounds great; for those of you
who prefer myth, hyperbole, or custom, this sounds grating. The same day on which they ousted the
king, our intrepid legislators instructed Rhode Island’s two-man delegation to the Second Continental
Congress—Stephen Hopkins and William Ellery—to work for the establishment of a union and to
fight to preserve liberty.
Enthusiastically following such instructions, Hopkins and Ellery voted for the Declaration of
Independence on the Fourth of July 1776 and became two of the eventual fifty-six signers of that
document. The “General Congress,” as it was called, sent the Declaration to the thirteen colonies for
approval. On July 18th, exactly two weeks later, the Rhode Island General Assembly convened in
Newport to ratify this bold proclamation. It is probable that the members of the lower house (the
deputies) voted their approval on July 18, but the manuscript journal of that body has not survived,
preventing us from confirming that supposition. Because the legislature convened on July 18, that
date has been used as our real Independence Day by knowledgeable historians from John Russell
Bartlett onward, myself included. Bartlett’s published edition of Rhode Island’s early records gives
the impression that the ratification process was completed on July 18th.
Recently, however, the Center for the Study of the American Constitution, headed by my colleague
Dr. John Kaminski, has discovered entries in the House of Magistrates journal indicating that the
upper house adjourned to July 19th before giving its assent to independence. On that fateful day, this
chamber, which then included Governor Nicholas Cooke of Providence and Lieutenant Governor
William Bradford of Bristol as voting members, completed the approval process. Their handwritten
journal reads as follows: “Vote of the Lower House approving the Resolution of the General
Congress declaring the United Colonies free and independent states was read and concurred. On July
20, after vowing that “we will support the said General Congress with our Lives and Fortunes,” the
legislators altered Rhode Island’s official name by requiring that henceforth the “Title of this
Government, in all Acts and Instruments, whether of a public or private nature, shall be the State of
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.” From May 4, 1776, to that point Rhode Island had
continued to designate itself as an “English colony.”
continued on next page
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Patrick T. Conley, Rhode Island’s Independence Day (continued from page 19)
Independence came with a vengeance. On Sunday July 21, the General Assembly passed “an act to
punish persons who shall acknowledge the King of Great-Britain to be their Sovereign.” Those who
did so would be “deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor,” fined one hundred pounds, pay all costs
of prosecution, and be jailed until the fine was satisfied. Renunciation had become denunciation.
If the time ever comes to create another state holiday to give workers a respite from the hot and
humid days of summer, perhaps our General Assembly will select July 19th in commemoration of
its most momentous achievement—the establishment of Rhode Island as an independent state.
About the Author:
Dr. Patrick T. Conley holds an A.B. from Providence College, an M.A. and Ph.D. from the
University of Notre Dame with highest honors, and a J.D. from Suffolk University Law School. He
has published twenty-six books, including Catholicism in Rhode Island: The Formative Era (1976),
Democracy in Decline: Rhode Island’s Constitutional Development 1775–1841 (1977), An Album
of Rhode Island History, 1636–1986 (1986), The Constitution and the States (1988), The Bill of
Rights and the States (1992), with John Kaminski, Liberty and Justice: A History of Law and
Lawyers in Rhode Island, 1636–1998 (1998), and The Rhode Island Constitution: A Reference
Guide (2007) with Justice Robert G. Flanders, as well as more than a score of scholarly articles in
history, law, ethnic studies, religion, and political science. Presently he is president of the Rhode
Island Heritage Hall of Fame and the Heritage Harbor Foundation, and is serving as the first
Historian Laureate of the State of Rhode Island.

NSHA Teams Up With Amazon Smile
The North Smithfield Heritage Association has teamed up with
Amazon Smile! Amazon Smile is a part of Amazon that allows
you to shop as usual, getting the same great prices and even Prime
membership benefits, and generate donations for your charity of
choice at the same time. Hopefully, you will select The North Smithfield Heritage
Association as your charity of choice. For every purchase you make at Amazon
Smile, Amazon donates .5% to the charity you select, at no cost to you.
If you are willing to show your support to the NSHA, there are a few things you need
to do to make this happen: First, you must Create an account on Amazon Smile
(https://smile.amazon.com). While registering, you will have the opportunity to
choose The North Smithfield Heritage Association as the charity that will benefit
from your purchases, at no extra cost to you.
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The Holidays Are Almost Here:
Get Your NSHA Merchandise Now!
This year, we introduced amazing Shutterfly puzzles
that feature images from three town farms (Martin’s,
Gardner’s, and Wright’s), as well as an image of 19th
century Main Street Slatersville. They are available
in three different sizes (252, 524, and 1014 pieces)
and cost only $20 each.
Also, we recently introduced our North Smithfield 150th
Anniversary Commemorative Ornament—these beautiful
Christmas ornaments feature the Town Crest with a banner that
reads “1871-2021.” They also cost $20 each.
Aside from our fantastic new NSHA Photo Puzzles and 150th
Commemorative Ornament, we offer a variety of other gift items! And the best
part is, all profits support NSHA preservation efforts.

Where and How to Purchase NSHA Gifts:
• Visit our NSHA Booth at the 14th Annual North Smithfield Pumpkin
Festival on September 18, 2021 from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m.
• Our gift shop at the Forestdale School offers calendars, ornaments, maps,
books, and other items that reflect our local history. The gift shop opens the
second and third Thursday and Saturday of each month from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. To make an appointment on other days, contact Louise at 401-769-8177.
• Limited items are available at The Budding Violet at Red White & Brew
Coffeehouse on Great Road.
• Limited items are also available at the Memorial Town Building at 1 Main
Street. Call 401-447-6394 for an appointment.
• Visit our online shop on our website, www.nsheritageassn.org. Pay by check
or PayPal Giving fund. Make checks payable to “NSHA.” Orders ship
immediately upon payment. The shipping fee for a single item is $5. Multiple
or large items require an adjusted rate. Local delivery to your door is free.
Contact nsha@nsheritageassn.com. Thank you for your support!
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NSHA Payment Options

CONTACT NSHA

PayPal Giving Fund. Search for
nsha@nsheritageassn.com, select
“Donation” and type the purpose for the
payment on the memo line.
Give cash or check. Make checks payable
to “NSHA” and note Dues, Annual Appeal
or Merchandise on the memo line.
Mail Checks to NS Heritage Assn, P.O.
Box 413, Slatersville, RI 02876.
We will also pick up dues at your door if
you live locally. Contact
nsha@nsheritageassn.com or call
401-447-6394.

By Email:
nsha@nsheritageassn.com
By Phone: (401) 447-6394
By Mail: PO Box 413, Slatersville,
RI 02876
Website: www.nsheritageassn.org
Facebook:
@northsmithfieldheritage
NSHA NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Sarah McConnell Dubois
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