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NSHA receives the Partner of the Year Award

Molly Cardoza, BRCNHC Director of volunteer and 
community engagement  was with NSHA Board of Directors 

member, Ron Lapierre. 

 The North Smithfield Heritage Association was one of three 
organizations in Massachusetts and Rhode Island to recently receive 
the Blackstone River Valley Heritage Corridor’s 2022 Partner of the 
Year Award.  Ron Lapierre accepted the award on behalf of the 
NSHA at the Corridor’s Volunteer Appreciation Night at its 
Whitinsville Headquarters.  “Volunteers are literally worth their 
weight in gold!”  remarked Richard Moore, BHC’s Board Chair. 
 In Fiscal Year 2022, which ended in October, NSHA 
volunteers logged 1,615 hours. Some of the volunteers only started 
tracking their hours in April. For some matching grants, a non-profit 
organization can apply its volunteer hours at the rate of $29 per hour 
as a match for the grant. The IRS values the NSHA 2022 volunteer 
hours at $48,450. 
                                                                          ~ continued on page 2
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Your memories contain our local heritage!  Please loan your old family photos and/or letters to us 
to scan.  We’ll return them promptly! We’ll also store old photos for you if you’d like. 

Please contact us at nsha@nsheritageassn.com or call  401-651-6316

Thank You

from page 1~ 
Two NSHA volunteers, Ed Walker and Al Menard, earned complimentary America the Beautiful Passes 
for working over 250 hours each. The passes provide them free access to more than 2,000 federal 
recreation sites. The pass covers entrance fees at national parks and national wildlife refuges as well as 
standard amenity fees (day-use fees) at national forests and grasslands and at lands managed by the 
Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Samuel Turco will serve an internship under the guidance of Al 
Menard as part of his post-graduate program at Keene State 
College.   

We thank Muriel Ouellette for donating a framed Maxwell Mays 
print of the Betsey Williams Farm in Providence, now the site of 
Roger Williams Park.  We will hang it along with some of his 
other prints at Heritage Hall.

Dave Whitfield and Al Menard, two members of our archives 
team, were busy scanning family photos recently at the 
Memorial Town Building. 
Please do your descendants a huge favor and write the names 
and locations on the back of all your family photos. Your family 
will thank you for it!

tel:+14016516316
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From the Archives

The Brayton House Part 2:  

The Blackstone Sisters 

by Al Menard 

 Four days after Christmas in 1934 the following appeared in The Woonsocket Call: 

“The men operating the buses on the Pascoag-Slatersville and North Main Street lines were agreeably surprised 
Christmas Day when they came to work to find a box of very fine candy for each one, the same being donated by 
Mrs. Ethel Lewis and Rebekah Blackstone of Union Village in appreciation of the kindness and courtesy of the 
men.  We men sure do appreciate this thoughtfulness, and, of course, express our thanks.” 

This month we remember a couple of ladies who, during their lives, were noted for their kindness and generosity 
and who were known affectionately as “the Blackstone Sisters.” 

Rebekah and Ethel Blackstone were the great, great granddaughters of James Brayton and the last occupants of the 
Brayton estate.  They lived with their mother Lydia in the Brayton House for most of their lives. 

Lydia had married Augustus Charles Blackstone who was a Nipmuc Indian. She was a prominent member of the 
Woonsocket Historical Society and authored articles on local history for the Woonsocket Call.  She died in 1932. 

Lydia and Charles had three daughters. The 
oldest, Mabel Maria Blackstone was born in 
1877. She moved to Vermont, married twice, 
had four children, and lived to the age of 93. 

Rebekah was born in 1882, and Ethel in 
1885, both at the Brayton homestead. 

The Brayton house in 1961. Ethel had moved to a medical 
facility. The house burned in the early 1970’s.
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From the Archives

Lydia and her two daughters were active church members of the Baptist Church in Woonsocket.  They were deeply 
involved in the choir, the Sunday School and were on various volunteer committees. 

The sisters had remarkable talents. Rebekah won medals for her ability to recite literary passages as early as when 
she was in her teens. Among the passages she recited were poems by Tennyson and Longfellow. Both sisters were 
noted for their dramatic readings.

Ethel was proficient at playing the piano, the harmonica, the guitar and the mandolin. She also gave talks on Native 
American lore. Both had excellent voices and sang regularly in the First Baptist chorale.  Ethel was employed as a 
waitress at Shambow’s Restaurant on Main St. in Woonsocket, and later became a domestic. She married Ernest 
Lewis in 1914.  He was a Nipmuc Indian. In 1954 she was struck by an automobile. This would hinder her ability to 
walk for the rest of her life. During the 1920’s the sisters became involved with the local YWCA. Ethel became vice 
president of the organization.

The two women led a quiet life in the Brayton home off Great Road.  The house, built in the 1700’s, was showing its 
age. A young visitor to the home in the early 1960’s relates that “it was a simple three-room house. It lacked 
electricity and running water. They used kerosene lamps for light, wood and coal for heating and cooking, and drew 
their water from a well. It was said that their only concession to modern day life was a battery-operated radio.”  

Rebekah would die in 1959. Ethel lived 
until 1965.  The house survived years of 
neglect and was finally destroyed by fire 
in the early 1970’s.  

Lydia Blackstone and her daughters are 
buried in Prospect Hill Cemetery in 
Uxbridge.

During this Christmas season, it is not 
difficult to imagine the two lovely 
Blackstone sisters walking down Great 
Road from the Baptist church in 
Woonsocket, smiling and wishing 
everyone they met a “Blessed Christmas 
Day!”

Ethel and Rebekah Blackstone in front of their home on Great Road in 1944. 
(colorized)
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Fifty Years Ago

Forestdale Mill Village Recognized As National Landmark  

 Earlier this year, the Forestdale Mill Village was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places. The NSHA contributed to this achievement by 
calling attention to the historical significance of Forestdale and by providing a 
brief history of the village, maps and photographs. 
 Forestdale began its existence as an industrial site in 1824 with the 
establishment of a scythe factory. This factory, which was destroyed around 
the turn of the century, manufactured sabres for the Union Army during the 
War Between the States. In 1860, a stone mill was built to manufacture cotton. 
This mill, later enlarged, is now the principal industry of the village. Several 
groups of typical Rhode Island mill houses, built to house workers for the 
cotton mill, date back more than 100 years. 
 As stated in the nomination form for the National Register, “This small 
locale presents an intimate and quickly understandable form of an excellent 
picture of mid-nineteenth-century rural, industrial Rhode Island, both 
sociologically and architecturally.” 

 We have recently digitized all of NSHA’s original newsletters and we thought it might be interesting to see what types of 
articles made the newsletter back then. The newsletter was originally published only 3 times per year and it was about 4 pages 
long. It was also typed by hand on a typewriter and then reproduced on a mimeograph machine. My, how things have 
changed!This month’s article comes from the September 1972 edition.

Forestdale Mill- photo taken in the 
1970’s
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Historic Cemetery of the Month

 The Elijah Smith Lot
By Lynne Pelletier 

  
            The Elijah Smith Lot or NS017 is the final resting place of Elijah Smith and his family 
members. Located on Douglas Pike, this family cemetery is enclosed with granite posts and iron 
railings. There are 12 burials here and all have inscriptions. The earliest grave dates to 1805 and 
the newest nearly one hundred years later in 1903. 

            Elijah Smith was born in Smithfield, Rhode Island on April 24, 1761 to parents Joshua 
Smith and Amey Herendeen. Elijah was a Revolutionary War Veteran who served in the Rhode 
Island Militia during the Revolutionary War. In December of 1776, the British invaded Newport, 
Rhode Island. Elijah’s father Joshua was called to serve in Bristol, RI while his older brother 
Oliver was serving on Aquidneck Island. Elijah enlisted at just 15 years old and served in his 
father’s place for 15 days when he was called away. When Elijah turned 16 in April of 1777, he 
enlisted in Capt. John Eddy’s Company of Col. Chad Brown’s Regiment of Militia where he 
served as a private on guard duty along the Narragansett Bay. He served a full month every 3 
months. He re-enlisted with the same company in 1778 and participated in the Battle of Rhode 
Island along with his brother, Oliver. Elijah continued to serve under various regiments until he 
was discharged in April of 1780 when he was 19. 

            In about 1790, Elijah married Mary Smith. Mary Smith was born on December 18, 1769 and she was the daughter of 
Rufus Smith and Mary Taft. It is unclear if Elijah and Mary were somehow related to one another. Elijah and Mary went on 
to have a family of at least 5 children. Four of those children are buried here alongside their parents; Stephen born in 1799, 
Simon born in 1803, an unnamed baby boy who died at birth in 1805, and the only 
daughter, Mary Ann born in 1811 who remained unmarried her entire life. 

  Stephen Smith was married twice. His first wife was Mezada, who was born in 
about 1791 and died on March 11, 1825 at about age 34. He then married Elizabeth who 
was born in about 1802 and died on June 9, 1860 at about age 58. Marriage dates and 
maiden names of these two women have not been located. Stephen died on December 7, 
1883 at age 84 and he and his two wives were all laid to rest here. 

            Simon Smith married Maranda Colwell in about 1834. Together they had at least 7 
children. Maranda Colwell was born on October 1, 1813 to parents John Colwell and 
Sarah A. Mowry. She died on May 7, 1903 at the age of 89. Simon died on November 30, 
1882 at age 78. Their eldest son, Albert E, born March 9, 1835 and who died July 15, 
1885 at age 47 is buried here; along with their youngest son, Simon L.B., born on 
December 18, 1853 and who died on January 21, 1857 at just 3 years old. 

            This cemetery is also the final resting place for Zeviah Evans born in 1763 to 
parents Edward Evans and his wife, Elizabeth. Zeviah died at age 76 on May 16, 1839 
and it is unclear of her relationship to the members of the Smith family. 

 Elijah Smith’s clan owned farms on both sides of Douglas Pike. Stephen’s historic 
house still stands at the corner of Douglas Pike and Mattity Road. In the 1970’s, Alan and Virginia Shepard lived there. They 
were both charter members of the NSHA. Son Ephraim lived in Rankin Path and is buried in NS33, a historic cemetery 
located there. The neighborhood was once known as Smithville. Descendants of Elijah still live in town, mostly on 
Woonsocket Hill Road and Follet Street. They include the Smith, Keene Masse and Martin families. 

Maranda Colwell Smith
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NS Historic Cemeteries

Genealogy

Would you like help to 
conduct research on your 
family tree?  Lynne Pelletier 
has extensive experience and 
access to several databases.  
Please contact 
nsha@nsheritageassn.com to 
coordinate an appointment.

The Town Council took possession of the Hotchkiss Cemetery on Smithfield Road.  The town has no record of 
ownership.  NS DPW may now support NSHA volunteers with the care and maintenance of the cemetery. 

Check out all of the cemetery restoration work on our NS Heritage Assn. Cemetery Group Facebook page.

Ghosts and Paranormal Activity

Do you have a ghost(s) 
in your house?  We 
would like to document 
it!  Please contact us 
right away.

NSHA volunteer Paul Collamti uses his leaf 
blower to clear away the fallen leaves.

NSHA volunteer Ed Walker clears away the 
fallen leaves before he begins restoring head 
stones.

mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
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December Spotlight

The Story Behind Your Christmas Wreath
From-The Old Farmer’s Almanac 2022

 
            This time of year, Christmas wreaths are hung in every place imaginable- from doors and fences to 
lampposts and windows- even the front grille of the car! How did a round bit of greenery come to symbolize 
the holidays?
 Wreaths are part of many ancient traditions dating back to the earliest civilizations. The circle is a 
symbol of immortality; throughout history, wreaths have been associated with life, rejuvenation and renewal. 
Originally, wreaths were worn around the head, neck or torso.
 The Greeks awarded laurel wreaths to their triumphant athletes; in the Persian Empire, they were worn 
on the head as a symbol of importance; and ancient Romans wore them like crowns. In Sweden, candles were 
incorporated in the wreaths to celebrate the return of light after the winter solstice. Nowadays, we use them in a 
window or a door as a sign of welcome during the holidays.
 They can be used flat on a table for decoration or as an advent wreath, which also contains candles, one 
for each Sunday between Thanksgiving and Christmas.
 Every wreath starts with a base of some sort; it can be wire, straw, vine or wood. Stalks of woody herbs 
like rosemary, lemon verbena, artemisia or summer savory can be wrapped into a circle to make a fragrant base. 
Gather small bunches of evergreens together and wire them to the base. Overlap the bunches to hide the stems. 
Tuck small bunches of herbs and other interesting greens into the base and use more wire to hold them if 
necessary. Using greens of different colors and textures will give your wreath its richness. Add pinecones, dried 
flowers, berries and fruit for accents. Don’t forget a bow!
 
Herbs can add symbolic meaning to your wreath:
~Rosemary for remembrance
~Sage for good health
~Thyme for bravery
~Lavender for purity
~Rue for virtue
~Juniper for life and hope
~Hawthorn berries for protection and joy
~Cedar for strength
~Holly for immortality
~Pinecones for long life and prosperity
 
     Whatever your family traditions are, at its very core, a wreath celebrates the cyclical nature of life.



© Copyright 2022 North Smithfield Heritage Assn 9

Education

NSHA volunteers will help NS Middle School history teacher, 
Valerie Carnevale, procure artifacts for her Civil War classes. The 
Veterans Memorial Museum in Woonsocket and the Varnum 
Armory in East Greenwich will join the NSHA to display unique 
local Civil War era artifacts.

Maintenance

C&L Builders continue to repair the damage caused by a recent car fire that damaged the 
Memorial Town Building.  We hope to replace the window soon. 

Two small ceilings were repaired recently at the Forestdale 
School.  We can now paint the ceiling and walls in the girl’s 
hallway and the kitchenette.  Also, NS DPW picked up a new sewer pump for the 
school.  Larry Smith made a new gate for the picket fence!   

Charlie’s crew plans to paint the ceiling and walls in the lower hallway at 
Heritage Hall next. 

Cox Communications removed its fiber optic equipment at the Memorial 
Town Building.   We are now ready to paint the walls and ceiling in the 
stairwell and restore the small office at the top of the stairs.  We can also 
start taking down some of the upstairs partition walls.  Help is always 

welcomed! 

Winter is here!  We need to shovel sidewalks at Heritage Hall and the Forestdale school after 
every storm.  Contact us if you’d like to help!
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Preservation & Restoration

Memorial  Town Building (1 Main Street)

Heritage Hall Rentals (101 Green Street)

Rent the newly renovated 
upper and lower halls!  

Call Jeanne at (401) 447-1801 
to make a reservation.

Heritage Hall  (101 Green Street)

Forestdale School (190 School Street)

Jon Peirce, a local furniture maker, and Rich Keene visited the Varnum 
Armory to observe the staff’s progress with efforts to conserve our historic 
Dorr Rebellion Flag and to discuss the best option to display and store the 
flag.  They learned that the RI Historical Society possesses an original flag 
with some similar features. Apparently, Slatersville Dorrites modified an 
original flag. They cut off most of the blue silk field and then stitched a 
different piece of cloth to it that contains suffrage slogans and symbols.  
Jon plans to build a proper display case.

The Board of Directors approved funds to reupholster 
the four throne back chairs that once belonged to the 
Union Grange N013. We will be sending the chairs to 
Carriere’s Furniture in January for reupholstery.

It looks like the new roof for the Forestdale School will need to wait until 
spring. Perhaps Martone Construction can build the new emergency exit stairs in 
the meantime. Dionne Electric will also soon begin Phase 2 of work to replace 
electrical circuits in the building.
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Indigenous Ceremonial Stone Features

The Research Team continues to locate and document 
local colonial and indigenous stone features.  

 In case you missed any of season one’s episodes they can be streamed at RIPBS.org

The team meets at 6 pm every 
other Friday night at the 
Memorial Town Building.  
Attend in person or via Zoom!

The Board of Directors meets at 6:30 pm the 
second Tuesday of every month at Heritage Hall 
and via Zoom.  Members are welcome to attend.
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NSHA Events

Christian De Rezendes presented a well-attended 
History night talk on the Building the Puzzle: 
The Making of Slatersville on Friday, 
November 18th

  

NS Heritage History Night December Heritage Walk 

The NSHA hosted a Heritage Walk on December 10th. 
Several members and newcomers braved the chill to 
tour Waterford Village. They visited the Mammoth 
Mill ruins, the remains of the Blackstone Canal, the 
site of the Waterford Railroad Station, St. Paul’s 
Church and Coblin Rock.

NSHA members wrapped up 2022 with the annual 
Christmas Party.  Everyone enjoyed a sumptuous 
potluck dinner followed by a Yankee Swap!
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NSHA Events

Our two Holiday Shoppe events were 
big successes. We thank our 
volunteers and patrons who made it 
possible!

The Board of Directors approved the 2023 Events Calendar. 
 Our first Heritage Night in 2023 will take place at 7 pm on Friday, 
January 27, at Heritage Hall, 101 Green Street. It is entitled 
“Women in Agriculture” and it will be presented by Alexa Wallace. A 
historian, scholar, and public school teacher who will discuss her 
research about women in agriculture. During her graduate work, she 
researched gender and sexuality in the 19th-century United States. 
She also has over ten years of museum experience. 

NSHA Heritage Walk for January 
Primrose & Grange Rd 

January 14, 2023 at 9:30 am 

 Visit Sheldon Four Corners, NS19, Mathewson Homestead, 
Malavery House; Durrans Farm NS20; Primrose Grange; NS30; 
Blackmar-Wing Farm ruins NS26 & NS40.  
Meet at NS High School tennis courts on Grange Road, North. 
Smithfield at 9:30 am. 
1. Tours are generally rain or shine unless there’s a downpour or a 
blizzard when we start. 
2. See NSHA Facebook Page Events or contact email 
nsha@nsheritageassn.com for more information.
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Mystery Photo

December’s mystery photo is a little bit different because we know who is in the picture but we don’t 
recognize the location. We know this project was done by the North Smithfield Garden club and the ladies 
pictured are Patsy Grady and Ms. O’Hara. Where was this beautiful photo taken?

Unfortunately, last month’s 
mystery photo of the Forestdale 
Memorial Rock brought us no 
closer to understanding its 
purpose. We’ll continue to 
research it.
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NSHA Merchandise

This month’s featured item is the NSHA 
2023 Calendar.   

It is now available for just $10 at Village 
Paint, Leeway Ace Hardware, Wright’s Dairy 
and Li’l General Convenience Store!  You can 
also purchase them at the Memorial Town 
Building, the Forestdale School, and our 
online store.

New Slatersville Congregational Church Ornament!  Costs only $15.   

Just Arrived!  The new Wright’s Farm 252-piece puzzle. Cost is $20. 

View our entire inventory at the NSHA On-line shop at www.nsheritageassn.org.

http://www.nsheritageassn.org/
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Membership

~2022 Annual Dues are due on May 1 each year.  We thank the 167 members who have renewed.  
Members in arrears can still renew by mail, via PayPal Giving Fund, or Tuesday mornings at the Memorial 
Town Building.

~Your $20 annual dues allow us to conduct vital preservation activities.  Seniors over 85 and students are 
still free. If you are not sure of your status, please contact us.

 ~We welcome new member Scott Monroe.

You Can Help 

 Join:  It costs just $20 each year! 

Volunteer:  Help with any of our ongoing activities and events.  No need to make a 
commitment.  We appreciate whatever you can do! 

Donate:  Our Annual Appeal runs all year long.  We like local artifacts.  We appreciate 
whatever you can give! 

Share:  Share this free newsletter with friends and family.  Encourage them to subscribe.  Only 
shared knowledge can preserve our heritage!

NSHA Payment Options

1. PayPal Giving Fund:  search for nsha@nsheritageassn.com, select “Donation” and type the 
purpose for the payment on the memo line.  

2. Give cash or check.   Make checks payable to “NSHA”.  Note “Dues, Annual Appeal or 
Merchandise” on the memo line.  

3. Mail Checks to NS Heritage Assn, P.O. Box 413, Slatersville, RI 02876.   

          We will also pick up payments and deliver purchases at your door if you live locally.  Contact               
 nsha@nsheritageassn.com or call 401-651-6316.

Congratulations to Jackie and Stanley Mowry who have achieved Life Member status!

mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
tel:+14016516316
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The North Smithfield Heritage Association Fund   

 Background 
 The NSHA created this RI Foundation endowment fund in 2021 with personal donations made by its   
 Board of Directors and a corporate grant from Amica Mutual Insurance Company. 

 Purpose 
 The Fund establishes a perpetual investment that grows every year to help fund NSHA preservation   
 projects and activities. 

 Tax Benefits 
 Your donation is tax-deductible. 

 In addition to cash, the Foundation accepts gifts of securities, real estate, and other personal    
 property, which may help you avoid capital gains taxes on appreciated assets. 

 Free legal assistance 
 Receive legal assistance with trust or behest language; charitable annuities; charitable remainder    
 trusts;  
 Contact 
 Kelly Riley 
 Donor Services Administrator 
 401) 427-4028 

 kriley@rifoundation.org 

Development

Make a tax-deductible donation to this RI Foundation managed fund that will grow perpetually.  
The NSHA can use a portion of the fund each year for preservation activities. 
Gifts can be made to the Heritage Association Fund in two primary ways: 

1. A check made out to the Rhode Island Foundation (with a reference on the memo line to the NS Heritage 
Association Fund) can be mailed to the Rhode Island Foundation, One Union Station, Providence, RI 
02903. 

2. A credit card gift can be made at this link: https://rifoundation.org/funds/north-smithfield-heritage-
association-fund 

https://rifoundation.org/funds/north-smithfield-heritage-association-fund
https://rifoundation.org/funds/north-smithfield-heritage-association-fund
mailto:kriley@rifoundation.org
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Outreach

Visit our website!  Read past newsletters, learn about our 
organization as well as our many ongoing historic preservation 
activities.   https://www.nsheritageassn.org/   

Most importantly, share this newsletter with family and 
friends!  To join our mailing list, simply contact us at  
nsha@nsheritageassn.com or   401-651-6316

Instagram (nsha1970) Please follow us! Visit our Facebook Page 
to learn about our events 
and activities.  Get 
acquainted with some of 
our members and 
supporters.  Like and share 
with friends and family!  
www.facebook.com/
northsmithfieldheritage

Members who would like to create a post or event on 
the NSHA Facebook Page, should send a photo and 
text to   the NSHA email account. 

Facebook Page Followers: 1,108  

Website:  290 interactions in last 30 days 

NSHA Newsletter Subscribers:  1,167 

We still need a volunteer to manage our account!

Doug Osier is working on a Venmo account for 
the North Smithfield Heritage Association.

http://www.facebook.com/northsmithfieldheritage
http://www.facebook.com/northsmithfieldheritage
https://www.nsheritageassn.org/
mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
tel:+14016516316
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