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NEW!  NSHA PHOTO PUZZLES

NSHA is proud to announce an exciting new project 
meant to preserve and celebrate our beautiful town and 
its history as part of our 150th birthday celebration! Four 
artistic puzzles—which come in three sizes—feature 
images from three town farms (Martin’s, Gardner’s, and 
Wright’s) as well as an image of 19th century Main 
Street in Slatersville. They cost only $20 each, with all 
proceeds supporting NSHA building restorations and 
initiatives. Puzzles may be purchased at the Forestdale 
School every 2nd and 3rd Saturday of the month from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., or by contacting us via email. Read more 
about these and other NSHA gifts on page 19.

Visit us on Facebook for updates throughout the month.

Genealogical Research Available
One of our newest members, Lynne Pelletier, has generously offered to help 
conduct research on family ancestry trees. If interested, please email NSHA to 
coordinate an appointment with Lynne, at nsha@nsheritageassn.com. 
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JUNE/JULY SPOTLIGHT:  
ARTIST MINERVA SMITH FOLLETT

At a recent Brother’s of the Brush Meeting, Scott Reichenberg and I 
discovered that we share a common relative, Minerva Mowry (1835-1925). 
Even more surprising, I learned that one of Minerva’s paintings hangs in 
Scott’s mother’s house on Premisy Hill. Here is Minerva’s story.    
 Minerva Mowry was born in 1835 in her parent’s house that stands 
at 1182 Providence Pike. Longtime residents remember the house as 
Charlie Quinn’s home along with Quinn’s Transmission next door. Her 
parents were “King” David Mowry and Freelove (Ballou) Mowry. Minerva 
and her siblings, Charles and Desire, were born deaf. They all attended the American School 
for the Deaf in Hartford, Connecticut. It was the first such school in the United States. In a 
letter written to Scott in 1989 by the Assistant Registrar of the school, Joanne Schreiber, she 
mentions that the faculty often observes a special closeness among siblings who are away 
from their home for extended periods of time. Charles and Desire were admitted in 1842 and 
dismissed in 1847. Minerva was admitted in 1844 and dismissed in 1851.  
 Minerva married Daniel Smith in 1853. They had two children, Daniel and Minnie. 
After husband Daniel died in 1861, Minerva and her children moved back to her parent’s 
home.  Seven years later, Minerva married Whipple Follett. They lived on his farm off lower 
Woonsocket Hill Road where the road that led to the farm eventually turned into Follett 
Street. They had three children:  Edith, Bertha, and Lewis.   

It was during this time that Minerva painted two known oil 
paintings. One, a depiction of the original Follett Homestead, 
hangs in Janet Keene’s home on Woonsocket Hill Road. Janet is 
Minerva’s great-granddaughter through Lewis. The other is the 
painting depicted in this story. The dedication reads: “Dear 
brother Charlie Please accept this token of affection from your 
sister Minerva September 4, 1877.” Charlie was Scott’s great-
grandfather.   

Whipple died in 1896, but Minerva remained on the farm with Lewis and his family until 
1907, when a wildfire suddenly swept across the fields and burned the entire Follett Farm to 
the ground. The family moved to Bridgeport to live near Minerva’s eldest daughter, Minnie 
(Smith) Veness. Minnie’s husband, Alfred, was a factory superintendent and presumably 
helped Lewis get settled and find a job as a machinist. Several years later, after Lewis and 
his family rebuilt the farm and moved back to North Smithfield, Minerva remained in 
Connecticut with Minnie. Minerva often wrote letters to Lewis, telling him how terribly she 
missed her family and home. She died in Bridgeport in 1935, but she is buried with Whipple 
in the Follett Family Cemetery on the old farm that she loved.      -Rich Keene 
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THE NORTH SMITHFIELD MUSIC DEPARTMENT
“Memories of past years”

by Michael J. Boday

Movement Six — “The First Years” 

Thank you to Michael Boday for sharing his wonderful stories about music education in NS! 

During the early 1970s, we were able to participate in 
several “band exchanges.” A band exchange entailed 
performing with another high school band, usually an out-
of-state group. Each group would visit the other band’s site, 
and band students would stay with hosting band members. 

I faintly remember exchanges in New Hampshire and on 
Long Island. The Long Island ensemble was performing 
music several levels above our relatively new and growing 
NS high school band. Their music director was a 
trombonist who often performed at Radio City with the 
famous Rockettes. During our exchange visit he was able 
to purchase tickets for our entire group for a performance 
of the Rockettes, and a brief visit to a vibrant New York 
City. This was an excellent experience for our students to interact with a well-
disciplined and high-performing band. Additionally, our small-town students had the 
opportunity to visit the Big Apple for the first time. 

We visited the New Hampshire band during a cold spell in late March.  They had 
recently received a deposit of 5” of snow to cover the 17” that already covered the 
ground. Unlike the Long Island band, this group was a notch below our performing 
level. Their performance also included four baton twirlers. I remember one of the 
young ladies, who during the routine dropped her baton at least four times, and yet 
maintained her composure to the bitter end. The audience responded with enthusiasm 
and support for her efforts. 

The band exchanges posed many challenges for our students. They were outside their 
familiar support network and comfort zone. The students were, for five or six days, 
integrated into another family and under a different daily schedule. To their credit, our 
students responded in an exemplary fashion and made our exchange concerts a most 
worthy experience for all.  
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NORTH SMITHFIELD MUSICIAN PROFILE:
Dr. Jessica Lizak 

Music has always been at the core of my life. Every precious 
experience and adventure I have had throughout the years has 
been an outgrowth of that drive within me. Having grown up in 
North Smithfield turned out to be a  blessing in disguise in terms 
of setting me up for this career path. The North Smithfield Music 
Department was one of the leading programs in the state, and we 
all felt intense pride being a part of every concert,  competition, 
and challenge. This program offered me a firm platform to take 
my skills as far as I wanted them to go, and opened doors to all 
that was still yet possible. I will always cherish the memories of 

the general music classes in elementary school with Mr. Joe Trepanier. He would cheerfully 
tote his electric piano around to the classrooms, pass out song books, and play his tunes full 
of character as we chanted along the words to his melodies. We loved it! Inserting bits of 
music theory here and there in these sessions was the perfect balance of sweet (music) and 
sour (learning about music). He paved the way for a thriving music program, combining the 
joy of music with the fundamentals of how it all works.  

When it came time to picking an instrument in the 5th grade, I had long already set my heart 
on the flute. This is when we were introduced to the infamous Mr. Michael Boday, the man 
who led the large, exciting bands that entertained us at all of our holiday school assemblies. 
We entered the music room down by the cafeteria at Halliwell School, and he had laid out 
cases of instruments. One by one, he scrolled down a list of students. He asked which 
instrument they would like to take home. There were four flute cases, and I prayed there 
would still be one flute left for me by the time he reached my name. There was! And from 
that day on, the flute has never left my side. Inside that case was the key to the magical door 
I long ogled from afar, and I now held the key to opening it.   

Mr. Boday’s lessons at the onset of my studies gave me so much in terms of striving for 
excellence.  I have always been a person to thrive upon challenges, and he provided that for 
us. Weekly assignments in our method books were only passed when executed with extreme 
diligence to details. The badge competition inspired us to keep growing our talents to earn 
and show off our achieved buttons, fashionably placed on our method books and case 
covers. The concerts were  always exhilarating, as we sat on stage and proudly blew through 
our magic music tools for an adoring audience of families and friends from the town.   

-continued on next page
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Dr. Jessica Lizak (continued from page 4)  

Entering high school, I couldn’t have been more excited to join the 
award-winning bands there, led by Mr. Dennis St. Germain. North 
Smithfield held a reputation for being one of the leading music 
programs in the the state of Rhode Island. I loved bragging about 
which town I hailed from whenever someone asked where I played. 
Mr. St. Germain truly believed in each of our own potential. He 
recognized that having accountability for our own selves would then 
culminate in a group effort that would be unparalleled. I loved 
demonstrating that I could be responsible for my own efforts and 
loved inspiring the kids around me to work just as hard. The true prize of all the  hard work 
was the joy of making music together. There was, and still is, nothing like it. (The strain of 
not being able to play with with my orchestra colleagues and students during this pandemic 
has been a devastating heartache.) I loved everything about the music program at North 
Smithfield so much that I would never miss a day of school in fear of missing a day of band 
rehearsal. During study halls, I loved getting a music room pink pass to go on the empty 
auditorium stage and  practice, letting my flute tone soar through the rafters and bleed into 
the hallways of classrooms on the other side. Mr. Fritz Benz continued the legacy when Mr. 
St. Germain left. He adopted a program that only prospered through the years.  

Alongside high school, attending St. John’s Church in Slatersville was a significant part of 
my life and musical upbringing, as well. For my confirmation project, I decided to volunteer 
my flute skills with the folk group, led by Ann Goryl, at church masses. Being a soloist at 
masses with this warm group of adult musicians was a truly special part of my development. 
They encouraged me to express myself with confidence. The reward was a congregation of 
thankful parishioners. I even continued to return to play with them long past the time I 
graduated from high school.  

From then on, the musical journey has not stopped. My experiences thus far 
have been rich and varied and too numerous to recount here. I am always 
willing to share a story with a willing ear, though! I went on to earn my 
Bachelors in Flute Performance from the University of Michigan School of 
Music, my Masters from the New England Conservatory of Music, and my 
Doctor of Musical Arts from Boston University. Of course, throughout all of 
this, my amazing parents, Donna and Matt Lizak, were the support system 
that allowed me to become the musician that I am today. Still residing in 
North Smithfield, I return to our warm town to visit them regularly.   

-continued on next page
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Dr. Jessica Lizak (continued from page 5)  

The journey from my beginnings in North Smithfield has been vast and 
priceless. There isn’t a day that goes by without music or my flute and all 
the people that have entered my life because of it. I currently enjoy a 
professional life actively engaged within Boston’s versatile and inspiring 
music scene. With a style described in reviews as “poised, gorgeous, 
musical, and very sweet,” I eagerly embrace music from all periods and 
genres. The Boston Music Intelligencer has described my performances 
as full of “youthful energy and rhythmic drive,” as well as possessing 

“light and free precision…a nearly jazz-like casualness.” I actively perform with many of 
New England’s leading musical ensembles, including the Orchestra of Indian Hill, Boston 
Modern Orchestra Project, Odyssey Opera, Marsh Chapel Collegium, Opera North 
Orchestra, and the Orchestra of the Back Bay Chorale. I am also frequently invited to 
perform with the Boston Pops Orchestra, Portland Symphony, Boston Philharmonic, Boston 
Ballet Orchestra, Rhode Island Philharmonic, Masterworks Chorale, Pro Arte Chamber 
Orchestra, Sound Icon, Albany Symphony, Springfield Symphony, and Symphony New 
Hampshire, among others. I have been selected to perform as a Fellow at the Tanglewood 
Music Center (MA), Music Academy of the West (CA), Domaine Forget (Canada), and 
Interlochen (MI). I was awarded top prizes in several competitions, including the 
Pappoutsakis Flute Competition, Myrna Brown International Flute Competition, Bohemians 
Club of the Detroit Symphony Concerto Competition, and was a multiple winner of the 
Boston University Departmental Award for outstanding musical achievements. I have been a 
soloist and lecturer at the National Flute Association’s Conventions and Boston Flute Fairs, 
and have performed as a chamber musician on WGBH, WCRB, and WBUR. 

I have performed in concerts across the United States, Canada, and Israel, and my orchestral 
solos have been heard in the great halls such as Carnegie, Jordan, and Symphony Hall. In 
2008, I was invited as a guest artist to perform at Tanglewood, specifically for the 
monumental Festival of Contemporary Music dedicated to the works of Elliott Carter. My 
discography includes three commercial recordings available through the BSO website: a live 
performance of the American premiere of Carter’s opera What Next? conducted by James 
Levine, the first BSO release of live performances of the Tanglewood Music Center 
Orchestra, and a musical memento of Tanglewood’s 2008 100th-birthday celebration of 
composer Elliott Carter. I have extensively recorded with the Boston Modern Orchestra 
Project (BMOP), Boston’s premier orchestra for newly composed and experimental 
orchestral works. Many of these recordings have been nominated for Grammy Awards. In 
addition, I have recorded with recording artists Natalie Merchant, Tim Janis, and John 
Lithgow. I can also be heard on several chamber music recordings through Parma/Navona 
Records, including “Goddesses” and “Polarities.”             -continued on next page 
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Help Promote Local History!
Visit our North Smithfield Heritage Association Facebook page to learn about our 
events and activities and get acquainted with some of our members.  Then be sure to 
share with friends and family! @northsmithfieldheritage  

Also, visit our website to view past newsletters and see information about our 
organization as well as our many ongoing historic preservation activities.    
www.nsheritageassn.org 

Most importantly, share this newsletter with family and friends! To join our mailing 
list, contact us via email at nsha@nsheritageassn.com or text 401-447-6394.   

Dr. Jessica Lizak (continued from page 6)  

Equally committed to education, I maintain vibrant private flute 
studios and am the proud teacher/mentor to the top young flutists in 
Boston. My students regularly place top ranking in competitions and 
hold seats in all of Boston’s premier youth orchestras and bands. I 
have completed the highest degrees in music performance, which 
also includes a Concentration in Music Education from NEC. I teach 
in association with the New England Conservatory Preparatory 
Division, Lexington Fine Arts Department, and Winchester Music 
School, and have been on the artist faculty with the Boston Youth 
Symphony. While completing my DMA at Boston University, I 
established the first Flute Assistantship position to maintain the flute 
studio, offer masterclasses, and offer lessons to non-majors. In the summers, I am on the 
artist faculty for Floot Fire Boston Flute Intensive.   

I graciously owe my life in music to my inspirational private flute teachers, including Nina 
Barwell, Leone Buyse, Geralyn Coticone, Marianne Gedigian, Renee Krimsier, Elizabeth 
Ostling, Fenwick Smith, and Jeff Zook. I couldn’t be more thankful for every secret and 
guide they have shared with her. And it goes without saying that my parents (Matt and 
Donna Lizak) as well as my  dedicated music teachers in North Smithfield (Michael Boday, 
Dennis St. Germain, and Fritz Benz) deserve my deepest gratitude for revealing the door to 
this life for me.  

We are so grateful to Dr. Lizak for sharing her inspirational and accomplished story, 
including her thoughts about the formative role that the North Smithfield Music Department 
played in her success. You can see more photos at her website www.jessicalizak.com.

Dr. Lizak recording 
with Natalie Merchant
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Heritage Hall (101 Greene Street)
We are excited to announce that the newly renovated upper and lower halls are now 
available for rental! Contractors repainted the upper hall, installed a new electrical 
panel, refinished the floor, and repaired all the broken stained windowpanes. Storm 
windows for the stained-glass windows will complete the work. 
We thank our fabulous volunteers who repainted the lower hall, hung 
French doors, completed the wainscot and chair rail, and installed new 
baseboard moldings. The rooms look spectacular! (Pictured here, Larry 
Smith works on the beautiful chair rail and molding. Thank you, Larry!) 
We also thank the Rhode Island Tree council for donating the Linden 
Tree that is now planted in the back corner of our lot.     

Memorial Town Building (1 Main Street)
We are happy to report that the Memorial Town Building now has WiFi, so we are fully 
functional. We plan to refinish the Meeting Room floor and remaining office floor this 
month. (Thank you Na Le for your work on the floor!) We thank the 
DPW for trimming trees next to the parking lot in early July.    
The NSHA Board of Directors began a discussion at at our recent 
meeting on July 13 regarding the use of this historic building. Most of 
the feedback that we have received thus far favors restoring the upstairs 
to its original open room configuration. Some favor retaining the 
offices for rental opportunities. This will be the last chance to provide 
feedback on potential uses for the second floor—send your suggestions 
to nsha@nsheritageassn.com. We appreciate your thoughts!

Forestdale School (190 School Street) 
We hope the painters will start soon on the Forestdale School 
exterior so that APG can install the new doors and restored 
windows.  We are quite disappointed with the lack of progress. 
We will ask the town to approve payment for work completed to 
date. This allows us to apply for new grants to replace the roof 
and recreate the cupola that blew off in the 1938 hurricane. 
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North Smithfield Historic Cemeteries Update
•Our Gravestone restoration crews are in full 
swing. Ed Walker and Denis Chamberland 
repaired two stones at NS24 the Gideon Sayles 
cemetery on Iron Mine Hill Road, and Ed is 
back at Hotchkiss Cemetery on Smithfield 
Road repairing gravestones.   

•Kim Walker, Lynn Pelletier, Rachel Pecoraro, 
and Barbara St. Germain, as well as members of 
the Smith Family, continue to conserve 
gravestones at NS48 the Oliver Smith Lot on 
Rocky Hill Road. 

•The Fidelity Foundation gave NSHA $200 on 
behalf of an anonymous donor for our restoration teams to continue their 
extraordinary cemetery work.  Thank you so much to the Fidelity Foundation for 
this generous gift! 

•Spring cleanup has almost ended at the Hotchkiss 
Cemetery. Some of our volunteers have begun to turn 
their attention to the regrowth in nearby Woonsocket 
Historic Cemetery No. 11, The Smithfield Friends 
Meeting Cemetery on Smithfield Road (shown here). 
Both large cemeteries present a challenge, but each year 
we manage to make improvements. 

•Please contact us at nsha@nsheritageassn.com if you would like to help us restore 
dignity to these and other abandoned local cemeteries. Also, join the over 150 
members of NSHA’s North Smithfield Cemetery Volunteers Facebook Group in 
order to stay up-to-date on the group’s activities! 
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HISTORIC CEMETERY OF THE MONTH: 
CAPTAIN LUKE PHILLIPS CEMETERY 

Thank you, Rich Keene, for the information about this month’s historic cemetery. 

Located on Pound Hill Road at Pole #107 is the Rhode Island 
Historic Cemetery NS09, also known as The Captain Luke 
Phillips Lot. This small family cemetery is situated across the 
street from the old Phillips farmhouse, atop a stone retaining 
wall, between the road and the parking lot for the former 
Pines Restaurant. One may gain access to this cemetery only 
by cutting through the woods along the side of the cemetery.  

The lot size is roughly 30 x 50 feet and there is no enclosure. Much of the cemetery is 
overgrown and covered with leaves and brush. Though there are 15 burials here (9 of 
which contain inscriptions), many of the stones are obscured by the collection of 
leaves and debris littering the cemetery. 

Notable graves include Captain Luke Phillips, the 
namesake of this cemetery. Capt. Phillips was born in 
Smithfield in about 1790 to parents Rueben and Selve 
(Sylvie) Cass. Before 1871, North Smithfield was a part of 
what was the town of Smithfield at the time. Capt. Phillips 
served with the Rhode Island Militia in 1818-1819. He was 
with the 2nd Smithfield Company for the 2nd Brigade for 
Providence County. He married Cynthia Allen, who was born in about 1785 to Noel 
Allen and Dorcas Perkins in the town of Exeter, on May 28, 1809, and together they 
had at least 5 children. Capt. Phillips was a farmer by trade, and, according to his son 
George Washington Phillips, when he died on January 12, 1841, he was buried on his 
own farm. Cynthia died at the age of 72 on August 2, 1861, and is buried beside her 
husband. An interesting connection to our Spotlight story on page 2: Capt. Phillips’ 
great-granddaughter, Elizabeth Ballou, married Lewis Follett Sr., Minerva’s son. 

George W. Phillips, also buried in the cemetery, was born in Smithfield on September 
15, 1816. He married Nancy J. Hart and together they had at least 7 children. By his 
grave is a Civil War marker and flag indicating that he served in the Civil War and is 
a veteran. Unfortunately, records detailing his service have been difficult to locate. 
The name George Washington Phillips was not uncommon and there were many men 
who served with that particular name.     

 -continued on the next page



�

© Copyright 2021 North Smithfield Heritage Association !11

Capt. Luke Phillips Lot (continued from page 10)  

We know that George Washington Phillips was a farmer and that he died of 
pneumonia at age 67 on March 11, 1884, in the Town of Burrillville. His wife Nancy 
was born November 6, 1821, in Rhode Island. She died at age 79 on December 30, 
1900. Three of their children are also buried in this historic cemetery. They are a 
daughter Mary E. Phillips Mowry, born in 1846 and died April 1864 at about age 18; 
a son Henry Herbert Phillips, born in 1854 and died at about age 10 on December 21, 
1864; and another son Edward E. Phillips, born in 1857 and died in North Smithfield 
in 1943. 

There are two more individuals buried in this lot that may be relatives of the Phillips 
family. They are Waldo A. Ballou, born in 1849 to parents Henry Ballou and Alvira P.  
Waldo and died at about age 11 on May 16, 1861. Finally, there is Orace Aldrich, 
born in 1823 to parents John Aldrich and his wife Betsey in Northbridge, 
Massachusetts. Orace married Joanna Holden on March 9, 1845, in Smithfield, and 
they had two children. He was a mechanic by trade, and he died a widower on July 
19, at the age of about 31. It is interesting to note that there appears to be two other 
gravesites for Orace Aldrich in addition to the one here. The first is at the old St. 
James cemetery on Logee Street in Woonsocket and the second is at Oak Hill 
Cemetery also in Woonsocket where he is listed on a stone with his wife Joanna.

Photo Credit:  Rhode Island Historic Cemetery Volunteers
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Upcoming Events
Saturday, July 24 ~ 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

NSHA Open House 
Memorial Town Building 

Purchase Gala tickets and NSHA Swag! 
~ 

Saturday, July 31 ~ 6-10 p.m. 
2021 NSHA Gala 

The Village Haven  
90 School Street, Forestdale 

See details below. 
~ 

Tuesday, August 10, 2021 ~ 6:30 p.m. 
NSHA Board Meeting 

Zoom Video Conference 
~ open to all members ~ 

Email nsha@nsheritageassn.com 
~ 

Saturday, August 14, 2021 ~ 9 a.m. 
North Smithfield Heritage Hike 

Wunnashowatuckqut 
Meet at Forestdale Schoolhouse 
Not recommended for young children. 

Comfortable hiking shoes, bug spray, and water.

2021 NSHA GALA
The 2021 Gala will take place on 
Saturday, July 31 at the Village Haven 
and will feature a traditional Northern 
RI family-style chicken dinner and 
dancing to music by DJ Bobby D. You 
may buy Liquor Basket raffle tickets 
and 50/50 raffle tickets now. Dress is 
casual and tickets cost $25. Do not 
miss the fun! Get your tickets now at 
Town Hall, Li’l General Convenience 
Store, Village Paint, as well as at the 
Forestdale Schoolhouse and Memorial 
Town Building. See you on the 31st!

Remember to visit 
the NSHA 
Facebook page 
often to keep up-
to-date on new 

opportunities to participate in the 
many events going on! History 
Nights, Historic Tours, historic 
renovations and restorations, and 
other events will be continuing 
throughout the year, and you 
don’t want to miss out!  

@northsmithfieldheritage
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NSHA SPRING-SUMMER 2021 SCRAPBOOK 
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Honoring Our Fallen Soldiers  
Hotchkiss Cemetery ~ Sunday, May 30 

We thank all who braved the cold weather and rain to honor our 
nation’s fallen veterans. This day, members of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War gathered to honor fallen war veterans. 
They read General Order No. 11 dated March 3, 1868, issued by 
General John A. Logan, National Commander of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, that called for a national day of remembrance on May 
30th for fallen soldiers of the Civil War.  A member also read 
President Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. Members of Company B, 
2nd Rhode Island Volunteers, Civil War reenactors, fired a rifle 
salute, followed by sounding of Taps. Providence County 
Commissioner of the Rhode Island Historical Cemetery 
Commission, Christine MacWilliams, laid flowers at the grave of 
John Pray, a Civil War Veteran who died in September 1865.   

Crookfall Brook Historic Hike  
Saturday, May 8 
The annual hike of this area once described by 
Irene Nebiker as “draining the Island woods along 
Rocky Hill Road and including Woonsocket 
Reservoir number 3. Before this stream . . . enters 
the Blackstone at Manville, it forms two other 
reservoirs for the City of Woonsocket.” 

Memorial Day Ceremony ~ Monday, May 31 
We thank all town residents who honored our nation’s fallen 
veterans. Members of Leclair Kozlik Logan Bassett Post No. 6342 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of The United States held their annual 
Memorial Day ceremony next to the veterans monument at the 
Memorial Town Building in Slatersville. Post Commander David 
Thibault officiated. Remarks were offered by Representative Brian 
Newberry, Town Administrator Paul Zwolenski, Town Council 
President John Beauregard, and former Town Administrator Linda 
Thibault. The NSHS Band played a medley of songs, the National 
Anthem and a soloist sounded Taps. As always, North Smithfield 
DPW were the first to arrive and the last to leave. 



�

 
 

© Copyright 2021 North Smithfield Heritage Association !14

History Night — Civilian Conservation Corps  
Friday, July 16 
We thank Marty Podskoch, award-winning author and historian, for his 
wonderful presentation at Heritage Hall about the Primrose C.C.C. 
Camp that operated in the 1930s during the Great Depression. To learn 
more about Civilian Conservation Corps Camps in Rhode Island and 
Connecticut, visit Marty’s website at www.martinpodskoch.com.

Nipsachuck History Tour 
Saturday, July 17 

We thank all who came to our History 
Tour! We visited the Blunders and the site 
of a 3,500-year-old Native People village 
at the base of Nipsachuck Hill, as well as 
the Second Battle of Nipsachuck National 
Battlefield at the base of Cat Hill.

NS Days — “The War” ~ Thursday, July 8 
A SLATERSVILLE-In-Progress special screening was shown at the 
NSHS Auditorium as part of NS Days and the town’s 150th birthday 
celebrations. The screening, which covered World War II on the 
homefront in Slatersville and the achievements of the Kendall 
Company, explored the correspondence between those at home with 
our soldiers abroad. It received quite a response! Thank you to 
filmmaker Christian de Rezendes for your work preserving and telling 
the important stories of our town’s history.  

See more SLATERSVILLE details on page 17. 

NSHA Open House ~ June 4 and 5 
Memorial Town Building and Heritage Hall 
NSHA invited the public to view the restoration initiatives that have 
taken place over the last year, as well as an opportunity to provide 
feedback on potential uses for the 2nd floor of the Memorial Town 
Building.  Thank you to all who attended!
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Contribute to the N.S. 150th Time Capsule Today!
Do you have any iconic items from the past 50 years that you would 
like to donate to the Time Capsule? Contact us to arrange a drop off! 
Here, Marcia Davey is shown donating her “flip phone.” Remember 
those?? We plan to seal the capsule in March 2022, then store it in our 
archives at the Memorial Town Building. Thank you for your support! 
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NSHA Archives Committee Update
•Chief Archivist Al Menard continues to scan and catalog historic documents and 
letters. Soon he will transition to scanning and cataloging photographs.   

•Allan Gardner videotaped our first five oral interviews. 
Jeanne Villiard Legare, Carlo Mencucci, Edna Nawrocki, Ruth 
Pacheco, and Ruth Johnson told us about growing up in their 
neighborhoods. They also allowed us to scan numerous 
vintage family photographs. 

•NSHA thanks Sandy Mundy for recently donating more of 
her father Tim Mundy’s photographs and memorabilia.   

•NSHA thanks Janet Keene for donating two items from the Primrose Grange: a 1950 
trophy for the Youth Softball Team and the Honor Roll of WWI Veteran Grange 
members. 

•NSHA thanks Richard Potenza for his donation of his mother 
Mary Potenza’s school desk and cedar chest.   

•Thank you to Lee Beauregard for donating old photographs of 
Slatersville to NSHA.  (See photograph on the right.)    

•Judy Tenzar Beaurchemin donated digital files accumulated 
during her years of running New England Image and Print. Thank 
you, Judy, and enjoy your well-deserved retirement! 

•We sincerely thank all who donated items and who assisted with 
the ongoing oral interviews.  We can only preserve parts of our local history with 
your support!    

•Please contact us at nsha@nsheritageassn.com if you will allow us to scan old 
family photographss, historic images, and documents, or if you would like to donate 
an artifact or volunteer as part of the NSHA Archives Committee.  



�

NSHA NEWS! 

© Copyright 2021 North Smithfield Heritage Association !16

North Smithfield Historic District 
Commission Awarded Grant

The North Smithfield Historic District 
Commission has won a $5,000 grant to be used 
to research the possibility of creating a Grange 
Road Historic District. The grant was one of 
eight announced this week by the Rhode Island 
His to r i ca l P rese rva t ion and Her i t age 
Commission, to support local preservation 
programs in the state. It will be used to hire an 
architectural archaeologist to research material 
for an application to nominate a Grange Road 
(and vicinity) Historic District to the National 
Registry of Historic Places. The designation 
creates no restrictions to property owners and 
makes their historic properties eligible to 
participate in the newly adopted Historic 
Residence Tax-Credit Program.   

Historic Residence 
Tax-Credit Ordinance

The North Smithfield Historic 
District Commission will soon 
ask the Town Council to amend 
our town ordinance to reflect the 
changes enabled by recent 
amendments to the Rhode 
Island General Laws. Then the 
NS HDC and NS Tax Assessor 
can establish procedures for the 
program. Stay tuned! 

Upcoming 2022 NSHA Commemorative Calendar
Our team began to secure sponsors for the 2022 Calendar that we plan to 
showcase at the Pumpkin Festival in September.  Our generous 2021 sponsors 
get the first chance to renew their sponsorship. Team members will also begin 
to take photographs of thirteen historic buildings and landmarks. Would you 
like to help take photos? Contact us at nsha@nsheritageassn.com. 

NS 150th Anniversary 2021 Sesquicentennial History Book
NSHA has resumed discussions with author John Hill, retired reporter for The 
Providence Journal. We plan to write a North Smithfield history from 1975 to 
2021 that includes chapters about civic groups, town departments, elected 
officials, housing, historic preservation, and more. We also plan to reprint the 
Centennial history book published in 1971. We ask that you please contact 
nsha@nsheritageassn.com if you can help provide source material for the book 
such as newspaper articles, photographs, and/or personal memories.   



�

© Copyright 2021 North Smithfield Heritage Association !17

NSHA Teams Up With Amazon Smile
The North Smithfield Heritage Association has teamed up with 
Amazon Smile!  Amazon Smile is a part of Amazon that allows 
you to shop as usual, getting the same great prices and even Prime 
membership benefits, and generate donations for your charity of 

choice at the same time. Hopefully, you will select The North Smithfield Heritage 
Association as your charity of choice. For every purchase you make at Amazon 
Smile, Amazon donates .5% to the charity you select, at no cost to you.   

If you are willing to show your support to the NSHA, there are a few things you need 
to do to make this happen: First, you must Create an account on Amazon Smile 
(https://smile.amazon.com). While registering, you will have the opportunity to 
choose The North Smithfield Heritage Association as the charity that will benefit 
from your purchases, at no extra cost to you. If you usually shop from the Amazon 
app on your phone, here are the instructions for setting up AmazonSmile on your 
iPhone or Android: 

Step 1: Join AmazonSmile. 
Step 2: Open the Amazon Shopping app on your phone.  

Step 3: Open Settings within the app.  
Step 4: Tap AmazonSmile. 

Step 5: Tap the button for “Turn on AmazonSmile”  
Step 6: Make note of your renewal date.  You must renew twice a year. 

When you want to shop at Amazon, make sure you go to the AmazonSmile website 
(https://smile.amazon.com)  in order to generate the funds for the North Smithfield 
Heritage Association.  The NSHA greatly appreciates your support! 

In addition to the screening as part of NS Days, the Museum of Work 
& Culture hosted a screening of “The War” by Zoom on July 13. 
Seventy-five people were in attendance, and a very constructive Q&A 
followed. As a result of people coming forward after viewing the 
work-in-progress piece, “The War” will be expanding in duration and 
content. At this time, there are no plans for screening the longer 
version before the Rhode Island PBS premiere in Fall 2022, but that 

could change. Stay tuned! SLATERSVILLE also received another grant in July from the Rhode 
Island State Council on the Arts, with additional support from John Butler and Susan Hayward-
Butler, the Town of North Smithfield, and Marc Normand Gelinas Interior Design. Thank you! 
Screening events have been scheduled for September, October, and November, and more will 
follow. Follow on Facebook for dates and locations, and stay tuned for further details. 
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2021 Annual Appeal
We realize that NSHA Membership 
might not be right for everyone at this 
time. However, you can still help!  
Your donation allows us to continue 
our historic preservation activities and 
events.  Please donate today! 

PayPal Giving Fund: search for 
nsha@nsheritageassn.com, select 
“Donation” and type “Donation” on the 
memo line. 

Gift cash or check at any of our events. 
Make checks payable to “NSHA” and 
note “Dues” on the memo line.  

Mail Checks to NS Heritage Assn, P.O. 
Box 413, Slatersville, RI 02876.   
We can pick up donations at your door 
i f y o u l i v e l o c a l l y. C o n t a c t 
nsha@nsheritageassn.com. Thank you 
so much for your generous support! 

NSHA Membership
 

NSHA currently has more than 210 
active members. Recently, we 
welcomed new members Deb and 
Wayne Todd, Bertram Malle, Ed 
Walker, Richard Potenza, Barbara 
St. Germain, Rebecca Smith, David 
Dionne and Linda Thibault. Would 
you like to join NSHA, too? Simply 
email your name, mailing address, 
a n d t e l e p h o n e n u m b e r t o 
nsha@nsheritageassn.com.   
Membership dues of only $20 per 
year per member allow us to keep 
the lights on in our three historic 
buildings. We cannot conduct our 
preservation activities and events 
without the support of our members.  
Seniors over 85 and students are 
free! Here’s how you can pay dues: 
PayPal Giving Fund: search for 
nsha@nsheritageassn.com, select 
“Donation” and type “Dues” on the 
memo line.  
Give cash or check at any of our 
events. Make checks payable to 
“NSHA” and note “Dues” on the 
memo line.   
Mail Checks to NS Heritage Assn, 
P.O. Box 413, Slatersville, RI 
02876.   
We will also pick up dues at your 
door if you live locally.  Contact us! 

Win a One-Year 
Free NSHA 

Membership!  
We will hold a special drawing at 
our Annual Meeting for those 
members who recruit a new 
member the preceding year. The 
winner will receive a free 2022 
membership!    
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CONTACT NSHA 
By Email: nsha@nsheritageassn.com  

By Phone: (401) 447-6394 
By Mail: PO Box 413, Slatersville, RI 02876  

VISIT US AT  
Website: www.nsheritageassn.org  

Facebook: @northsmithfieldheritage 

NSHA NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Sarah McConnell Dubois
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Christmas in July!  Get Your NSHA Merchandise
Aside from our fantastic new NSHA Photo Puzzles (see 
page one) and 150th Commemorative Ornaments, which 
feature the town crest with a banner that reads 
“1871-2021”—all of which are priced reasonably at $20 
each—we offer a variety of other gift items! And the best 
part is, all profits support NSHA preservation efforts.   

Where and How to Purchase NSHA Gifts:
• Our gift shop at the Forestdale School offers calendars, ornaments, maps, 

books, and other items that reflect our local history. The gift shop opens the 
second and third Thursday and Saturday of each month from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. To make an appointment on other days, contact Louise at 401-769-8177. 

• Limited items are available at The Budding Violet at Red White & Brew 
Coffeehouse on Great Road. 

• Visit our online shop on our website, www.nsheritageassn.org.  Pay by check 
or PayPal Giving fund. Make checks payable to “NSHA.” Orders ship 
immediately upon payment. The shipping fee for a single item is $5. Multiple 
or large items require an adjusted rate. Local delivery to your door is free.  
Contact nsha@nsheritageassn.com. Thank you for your support! 


